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ABSTRACT

This parper rt ' i l l  examirre the emerginu intra-ASEAN tourism cooperatiorr that is
contr ibr-rt ing p-rosit ivel l '  1e*nrds the gror,vth of the region's economv. An analysis of

ASEAN tot ir isrn stat ist ics arrcl i ts potential r . t ' i l1 Lre. looked into. Apart from that the.

paper r,r ' i l l  explore the cornlnonali t ies that the region possesses. These commonali t ies

play an irnportant role in attract ing totrr" ists frorl  Europe, Chinar, Tai '"van anc-l  the

Mic ld le  East  and i t  is  be l ievec l  that  i t  can cont r ibute  in  a t t rac t ing tour is ts  f rom the

Sor- r th-East  As ian res ion as wel l .

INTII.ODUCTION
The Worlcl Travel and Tourism Cotrncil (WTTC) describes travel and tourism
as the r , r 'or ld 's largest incl t rstr l ' ,  [ ]enerat ing more than US$4.4 t r i l l ion in
economic act iv i ty and support ing 231 mi l l ion jobs,  d i rect ly and indirect ly,
aronnd the globe. I t  is  a lso predicted that th is industry wi l l  grorn'  to US$10
tri l l ion in total demand and contri l 'rute 328 mill iorl jobs by 201O.'?

The Worltl Tourism Organiztrtion also notes tirat in 7994 receipts from
Internat ional  Tour ism soared b: t  14 percent to reach $59 bi l l iorr .  Asia is the
w,or ld 's fastest  growing totrr ism region lv i th East Asia and the Paci f ic  (China,

Hong Kong, Malaysia,  Singapore,  Thai land, Indonesia,  Republ ic of  Kore. t ,
Ar.rstralia, Macau ancl Taiw,an) setting new International tourist arrival and
receipts recorcls.  Tonr ism in these cotrntr ies gre'vv fast ,  an increase of  7.6
percerrt over that of 7993. Tourism will contintte to be the ntrmber one industry
for decades to come.

In the case of the Southeast Asian region, tourism has become one of
i ts foremost industr ies.  Al though, the region receives less than i  1 percent of
the wor ld 's internat ional  tour isL t rade, members of  the Associat ion of  South-
East Asian Nat ions (ASEAN) are exper iencing a boom irr  both foreign and

domest ic tour isrn.  The number of  foreign vis i tors has doubled, receipts f rom

tour ism have tr ip led dr,rr ing the last  decade and tour ism has become the
leacling sollrce of foreign exchange ir"r countries l ike Thailand, Singapore and
Malavsia.
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GROWTH OF INTRA-ASEAN TOURISM
A S E A N  i n  i t s  1 9 8 7  M a n i l a  D e c l a r a t i o n  e x p r e s s e c l  i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o
encourage intra-ASEAN trarrel and strengthen ASEAN's tourism indr,rstry.
Since then, the regional association has signed varior-rs treaties, agreements
ancl declaration to reaffirm their commitment to develop thc totrrisrn industry
in order to promote ASEAN as a s ingle tour ism dest inat iona. About eigl- r t
c locuments have been siened, the fo l lowing are the documents:

a.  Agreement of  the Establ ishment of  the ASEAN Tour ism Irr forrnat ion
C e n t e r  ( 1 9 8 8 ) .

b. Fintrrrcial Itegulation of the ASEAN Tourism Information Center (1988)
c.  Minister ia l  Understanding on ASEAN Cooperat ion in Tour isrn (1998)
d.  Plan of  Act ion on ASEAN Cooperat ion in Tour ism (1998)
e. ASEAN Tourism Agreement, Phnom Penh, 4 November 2002
f .  Dec la ra t ion  on  Rev i ta l i z ing  Tour ism fo r  ASEAN,  Ch ina ,  Japan and

Korea, Bei j ing,  9 August 2003.
g.  Vient iane Declarat ion Enhar-rc ing ASEAN Tonr ism Cooperat ion by the

ASEAN Tourisrn Ministers
h. Langkawi Declarat ion orr  "Shi f t ing Paradigm-Prosper ing the Region"

by the ASEAN Tourism Ministers.

ASEAN cooperation in tourism was eventr-rally formalized in I976 with
the format ion of  the Sub-Commit tee on Tour ism (SCOT) under the ASEAN
Commi t tee  on  Tr . rde  anc l  Tour ism.  ASEAN SCOT had been e f fec t i ve ly
in i t iat ing regional  totrr ism projects in t l - re f t rnct ional  areas of  promot ion,
marke t ing  anc l  r 'esearch .  Amongst  the  most  s ign i f i can t  ach ievements  o f
ASEAN totrr ism cooperat ion r , r 'ere the Vis i t  ASEAN Year 7992 (VAY'92),  the
lrosting of the ASEAN Tourisrn Forum as an annual event since 7987, and tl-re
establishment of the ASEAN Tourism Centre in 1998 as a central coordination
arm. Six ASEAN Promotional Chapters for Tourism were established in major
tourists markets. The fifth ASEAN Summit held in Bangkok on 15 December
7995 set the current direction for ASEAN conntries to focus on promoting
sustainable tour ism development,  preservat ion of  cul tural  and environment
l ' e S o t l r c e S ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o l  o f  t r a n t p o t t a t i o l  . r t i d  o t I e r  i n f r a s t r t t c t r t r e ,
s impl i f icat ion of  immigrat ion procedtrres and human resor l rces development.

Taking cognizance of  the above opporturr i t ies,  the 6 ' r '  Meet ing of  the
ASEAN Nat ional  Tour ism Organizat ion (NTOs) held in Singap)ore on 17-18

Jvly 7997 agreed to formulate the Plan of  Act ion for  the ASEAN Cooperat ion
in Tourism. This plan would then be sr-rbmitted for consideration of the first
f o r m a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A S E A N  T o u r i s m  M i n i s t e r s  i n  M a c t a n ,  C e b u ,
Phi l ippines. This plan of  act ion is a strategic document that  wi l i  provide
srea ter  tour ism in te rac t ion  and coopera t ion  and b ind  ASEAN member
countr ies into a more consol idated regional  a l l iance in the new mi l lennium.

The ASEAN nat ions are a\ ,vare that  the strategic importance of  the
totrr ism industry for  sustainable socio-economic growt l - r  of  these nat ions,
the diversity in cultures, economies and the complementary advantages across
the region would benef i t  the c levelopment of  the industry.  The ASEAN
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tourism sector will definitely benefit from the increasing affluence and strong
economic growth of the member countries brought about by the rapid political
and economic changes clr iven by the continuing global izat ion process for
trade ancl investment, and the advalnces in transport,  telecommunications
and information technolosy, amonc others. ASEAN also had mtrch to offer
with the inherent diversitv in terms of peoples, l i festvle, ctr l ture, rel igior-r
arnd ctr l inary exlrerience, together with the r ich natttral lanclscape arud deep
historical heri tage. The objectives, therefore, of ASEAN cooperation in the
tourism sector are:

b .

To develop ancl  promote ASEAN as a s ingle and col lect ive tour ism
dest inat ion u ' i th r . t 'or ld c lass standards,  faci l i t ies and at t ract ions.
To enhance cooperation irr the tourism sector among member cotrntries,
involv ing both publ ic and pr ivate sectors,  in order to achieve faci l i tat iorr
c l f  i r r t ra -ASEAN t ra r re l  anc l  f ree  t rade and inves tmer r t  in  to t r r i sm

serrr ices,  and
T o  p r o v i d e  a  c o m m o n  f o r u m  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m a j o r  i s s u e s  a n d
c-levelopment in travel and tourisrn.

The total  of  Asian air  passel lgers grew by 6.9"h in7996, and a remarkable
19.7uiu in 1995. Nearly 94 rnil l ion Asians traveled as tourist in 7996, sttrpassing
the number of totrrist from North America for the first t ime ever, and with

50% travel ing in Asia,  t r1 ' r  f1s- 40% in 1980. With ASEAN member cotrntr ies
cctnt inuirrg to be amorrs the most imp-rortant cotrntr ies of  dest inat ions for ai r
v is i tors to Asia-Paci f ic  into the 21 centtrry,  member countr ies are expected to
exper ience. heavv strain on their  a i rport  infrastructure ancl  a i r l iue capaci tv,

hotel  accommoclat ion,  and means of  t rarnsportat ion.  Thtrs,  mcmber col tntr ies
mtrst strstain support for a l iberal international trading systern in general,
ancl  for  pol icy reforms for more compet i t ive aviat ion services,  l iberal izat ion
of telecommunications and totrrism infrastructure expansion.

The success of  Vis i t  Thai land Year in 1987, launched by the Tour ism
Author i t ) '  of  Thai land (TAT),  provided the path to o. ther ASEAN Covernment
totrrist boards to pursue tl-ris strategv. Subsecluently, in 7992, the cottntries
formecl a joint venture and launched the visit ASEAN Year. As anticipated
the number of  v is i tors f lom the rnore af f luent countr ies f rom the Paci f ic  Rim

such as Japan, Austral ia,  Canada and the United States ancl  the Etrropean

Community raise.d steadi ly,  an indicat ion of  the success of  ASEAN's strategy.
In Malaysia,  for  exarnple,  the Ministr l 'of  Ctr l t t r re and Tour ism, rvhich

was es tab l i shec l  in  1987,  rece i r , 'ec l  an  amount  o f  $100 mi l l ion  f rom the

government  fo r  i t s  in i t ia l  p rorno t iona l  expend i tu res .  To t r r i s t  a r r i va ls  in

Malaysiz i  were predictecl  to reach a mi l i ion bv 1990 and receipts of  $3 bi l l ion

was expected. However,  fo l lowing the very strccessful  Vis i t  Malaysia Year

7990 everrt, the ntrmber of foreign rrisitors incre.ased tremendously reaching

7.079 mi l l ion.  Table 1 shows totrr ist  arr i r ra l  to l \ {a laysia and rc, 'ceipt  f rorn
7990 to 2002. The Table sho'uvs a steacly increase in tour ist  arr ival  except
br. t rveen 7997 and 1998. This could have been cirused bv the f i r - rancial  cr is is
rvhich hi t  the region catrs ing economic and pol i t ical  uncertainty in most parts
of  the region.

93



Table 1: Tourist Arrivals and Receipts to Malaysia 7990-2002

Year Tourist Arr ivals Per capita Expenditure (RNi)

rc)g0 7 ,445,908 604.4

1991 5,847,213 732.4

1992 6,076,209 763.8

1993 6,503,860 778.9

1994 7  1 C l 7  1 1 o .
/  l r / t  r L L / 1 ,153 .0

r995 7,468,749 1 ) ) R J

1996 7,738,452 7,443.9

1997 6,2r0,921 7,56r  7
7c)98 5,550,748 1 , 5 4 5 . 8

1L)99 7,931,749 1,553.5

2000 70,227,582 7 ,696 .0

2001 12,755,073 1,896.0

2002 13,292,070 25,781.1

lnt i ,  Bi lnttgntt 10, DisarttLtar 2005

Scnrrce: TotLristrt  i r t  Mnlnvsin, Kav Parfornutttce It tdicntors 2007

Table 2 shows visi tor arr irrals by the country of c- lest ination 1,996-2002.
Clearly, tor,rrist arrivals from each of the ASEAN corlntries sLlch as Singapore,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines and Viet Nam increased during this
period. In Indonesia, political instability and the bombing of several tourist
spots such as Bali  and the J.W. Marriot Hotel in Jakarta decreased tourist
arr ivais from 5,064,000 (2000) to 4,987,000 (2002). Malaysia, Thai land and
Singapore were the countr ies that received most of the tourists. Tourist arr ival
for Marlaysia irr 2002 was 13,292 million. This r,r'as followed by Thailand r,r'ith
total tourist arr ival of 10,873 mil i ion tourists. Qingapore ranked third w,i th
7,560 mil l ion tourists in 2002. Countr ies l ike the Phil ippines, Vietnam and
Indonesia also indicate posit ive potential in t i re ASEAN totrr ism market.
Total tourist arrival for ASEAN countries also increased from 39,736 miliion
to 42,744 million between 2000 and 20025. The good potentials and cooperation
alnong ASEAN conntries was a contributing factor for the increasing trend.
Extensive promotional efforts and poi i t ical stabi l i ty in these countr ies boosted
the confidence of tourists to travel to ASEAN and within the region.

The  ger re ra l  g rowth  o f  the  to t r r i sm indus t ry  in  Sou theas t  As ia ,
contribtrted to the growth of intra-ASEAN tourism. Table 3 shon,s the intra-
ASEAN v is i tor  arr iva ls  by country  of  dest inat ion.  Malays ia,  S ingapore,
Thailand and Indonesia are col l l r tr ies that managed to trt tract more tourist
compared to other ASEAN cotrntr ies. The promotion and cooperation among
these countries contributed to this phenomenon. Total intra-ASEAN tourist
arrivals increased from 13,796 in 7999 to 18,227 in 2001.
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Table 2: Visitor Arrivals by Cotrntry of Destination (Million) 1996-2002

na = not available

Source:

Economic Planning Unit, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Interior (Cambodia), Directorial General of Tourism, Department o{
Tor"rrism, Arts and Cr.rlture (Indonesia), Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development,(Myanmar) National Tourism
Authority ( Lao PDR), Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board, Department of Tourism (Philippines), Singapore Tourist Promotion
Board, Tourism Authority of Thailand, Vietnam National Administration of Tor.rrism.

LO
o\

Country 7996 1997 L998 1999 2000 2001 m02

Bnrnei 622,354 613,275 964,080 955,000 984,000 1,083 na

Camboclia 260,489 na na 263,000 466,000 605 523,000

Indonesia 5,034,472 5,785,243 4,606,416 4,728,000 5,064,000 5 ,154 4,981,000

Laos 403,000 463,200 346 200 624,000 737,000 674 737,000

Malaysia 7,738,452 6,270,927 5,550,748 7,937,000 10,272 72,775 73,292,000

Myanmar na 265,722 273,858 195,000 271,000 205,000 2I7,000

Phi l ippines 2,049,367 2,149,357 1,971,000 7,992 \ ,797 ,000 1,933,000

Singapore 7,292,521 7,797,963 6,240,984 6,967,000 7 ,697,000 7 ,519,000 7,560,000

Thai land 7,192,145 7 ,221,345 7,842,760 8,798,000 9,509,000 10,062,000 10,873,000

Vietnam 1,607 ,155 7,715,637 7,520,728 1,782,000 2,150,000 2,330,000 2,628,000



Countrv  of  Dest inat ion 1999 2000 2001

Brnnei  Darussalam 8 5 i 876 964
Carnborlia 4 9 5 6 5 B
indones a 1 .840 2.055 2,775
Lao PDR 446 528 4 7 2
Malays ia 5,947 7,I82 9,208
VIl,annrair , 1  1

A L 45 , l a
: i J

I 'h i l i r rn ines r47 283 274
Singapclre

' )  ' ) 1 , 1 2,428 ?,520
Thai land 2,OBB )  1L)7 )  ? R 6

Viet Narn 7 6 7 265 24'I
Total 1,3,796 1,5,91,6 1,8,221

Jnti ,  Bi lntryntt 
'10, 

Disatrt l tar 2005

Table 3: Irrtra-ASEAN Visitor Arr ivals by Country of Destination (000)

Source: ASEAN National Tourisrn Organizations (NTOs)

T a b l e  4  s h o w s  t h e  E x t r a  A S E A N S  T o r - r r i s t  A r r i v a l  b v  C o u n t r v  o f
Dest inat ion.  Thai lanr l ,  Singapore,  Maiaysia and Indonesia . rgain at t racted
more tour ists f rom otr t  of  the ASEAN regions. Overal l  the numbers of  tour ist
arr iv ing f rom countr ies outside ASEAN have increased dur ing the per iod of
7999 to 2001

Table 4:  Extra ASEAN Visi tor  Arr ivals by Country of  Dest inat ion (000)

Source: ASEAN Nat iorral  Tour ism Orgar-r izat ions (NTOs)

96

Country  of  Dest inat ion L999 2000 2001

Brtrnci Danrssalarn 1 0 4 1 0 8 779

Carmboclia 214 411 547

Indonesia 2,888 3,009 3,039

Lao PDR 778 209 202

Malays ia 7,984 3,089 3,567

Myanrnar' 154 225 r61
Phi l ippines 1,830 r ,709 1  5R?

Singaporc 1,743 -'l / l'l l+ 4,999

Thai lancl 6 ,710 7,312 7,676

Viet Nam r ,674 i ,BB5 2,089

Total 20,4I..9 23,221 23,981.



Table 5: Tourist Receipts to Malaysia 2000 and 2001

Scrtrrce.: Tourism in Malaysia, Key Performance Inclicators 2001 arrcl 2002

N
r\

Country of
Residence

2000 2001 2002

Tourist
Arrival

Tourism
I{eceipts
(RMMiI)

Tourist
Arrival

Tourism
Receipts
(RMMiI)

Tourist
Arrival

Tourism
Receipts
(RMMiI)

Indonesia 545,051 826.7 777,149 r ,246.6 769,128 1.221.2

Phi l ippines 87,927 119.2 122,128 274.6 107,527 165.-/

Singapore 5,420,200 7,661.1 6,957,591 1 1 . 6 3 6 . 3 7,547,761 1 3 . 4 0 1 . 1

Thailancl 910,275 644.8 r,078,797 866.7 1 , 1 6 6 , 9 3 7 7,002.9

Brunci 195,059 327.8 309,529 61,6.) 483.0

Total  ASEAN 7,1.82,452 9,593.2 9,'1.79,797 14,580.3 9,948,305 16,273.9
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To expedite the gror,r'th of Intra-ASEAN tourism, more cooperation
is needed among ASEAN corlntries. Table 5 shows tourist arrival for Malaysia
was 7,182,452 tourists in 2000 and eventually increased to 9,848,305 totrrists
in 2002. During this period totrrist's arrival from Singapore and Thailand to
Malaysia shows an increasing trend. In 2000, Singaporeans who arr ived in
Malaysia totaled 5,420,200 totrrists and this later increased to 7 ,547 ,7 61 tourists
in2002. Meanwhile, tourists from Thailand also increased from 940,275 tourists
in 2000 to 1,166,937 in 2002. Intra-ASEAN tourism market also identi f ied
countr ies strch as Brunei, Indonesian and Phil ippines as potential markets
that will be able to contribute towards the growth of Intra-ASEAN tourism.
Intra-ASEAN tourist arrival ancl receipts for Malaysia was 7,182,452 tourists
in 2000 and eventually increased to 9,818,305 tourists in 2002.

Table 5 shows the ten largest nnmber of tourist arr ival in Thailand
for t i re period 1996 and 2001. With a total of 1,056,172 tottr ists' in the year
7996, tourist arr ivals to Thailand from Malaysia ranked at the top place and
fol lowed by Japan in the second place with total tourist arr ivals of 934,171
people. However, in 2007, tourism market in Thailand showed that Japan
was ranked f irst in the ten largest number of tourist arr ivals namely 1,168,548
totrrists and Malaysia occupiecl second place with I,759,630 tourists. Singapore
is also listed under ten largest number of tourist arrivals with 437,I03 (1996)
and steadi ly increased to 664,980 (2001).

Table 6: Ten Largest Number of Tourist Arr ivals To Thailand: By Country
of  res idence,  7996 and 2001.

Rank Country of  Residence Number of Tourist Arr ival
( M i l l i o n )

1996 2001 1996 2001

2 1
I Japan 934,177 7,1.68,548

1 z Malaysian 1,056,r72 1 ,159 ,630
5 3 Taiwarr 417,721 724,769

4 4 China 456,912 694,886

(l 5 Singapore 437,703 664,980
a--) b South I(orea 488,669 552,977

7 7 Hong I(ong, China 396,679 523,465

1 0 8 United Kingdoni 286,889 577,974

9

8

Total

c)

1 0

Urr i tcd States of  America

Cermanv

Others

308,573 485,276

353,677 398,034

2,078,491 3,217,970

7,244,400 10,1.32,509

Source: Tor,rrism Authority of Thailand.
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COMMONALITIES AS A POTENTIAL AID IN INTRA-ASEAN
TOURISM
Intra-ASEAN tot t r ism in the Southeast Asian regior l  has always existecl .  The
discr-rssion above has clemonstratecl  th is point .  The comrror la l i t ies t l - rat  exist
amorlg the ASEAN countr ies play a hnge role in at t ract ing tour ist  arr ivals
from member conntr ies.  The fol lowing sect ion wi l l  explore the var iety of
c o l n m o n a l i t i e s  t h a t  c o n t r i b t r t e  i n  e n r i c h i r r g  t h e  i n t r a - A S E A N  t o t r r i s m .
Ntttnerotts common ftrctors have been identif ied as cor-rtributing to the growth
aud st tstainabi l i ty  of  intra-ASEAN totrr ism. These factors range from histor l ' ,
geography, cul tLrre,  languaee, ctr is i r re and othc.rs.

HISTOTTY
Southeast Asian countries share sirnilar historical experiences tirat have helped
these countr ies grow and mature into the der.eloped countr ies that  they are
krtort , r r  today. In the e;rr l1,  vears,  oppression from respect ive colonial ists anc
wiclespread porrert l r  pn.1e i t  c i i f f ic t r l t  to form anv kind of  cooperat ion or
understanding betrve'en the countr ies.

The pressr l res of  interr-rat ional  prol i t ics and regional  sectrr i ty conf l ic ts
have brought the cotrntries together in the spirit of regiona'rl isrn. The chaos
of the f i rst  and Second World Wars and the insecur i ty and anxiety that  were
brotrsht  on bv the Colc l  War le ' f t  the region in a state of  economical ,  pol i t ica-
and social  instabi l i t r , .  The str f fer ing endured by al l  Sontheast Asians clur ing
the  Japar lese  Occupat ion ,  the  V ie tnam War  and the  r i se  anc l  spread o f
commurl ism in the region has further strengthened trnderstarrc l ing betrveen
the  count r ies .

S o m e  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  1 - r i o n e e r e d  t h e  s t r t r g g l e  f o r
independence from imperial ists in the region. Incleperrc lence movements such
as  tha t  in  Ma laya and the  Ph i l ipp i r res  insp i red  o ther  count r ies  n , i th in  the
region to fo l low sui t .  Imperi . - r l ism lef t  an unforgettable mark in the region's
h is to rv .

H is to r ica l  exper iences  har , 'e  e l rcor l rased the  sp i r i t  o f  reg iona l i sm in
Sotr th East Asia ancl  have made the peopr les of  the region stronger ancl  more
deterr-nined. This deterrninat ion carr  be seen in several  ear l ier  at tempts as
wel l  as campaigns demancl ing chzrnge in the Sotr t i reast  Asian region. The
fa i l t r re  o f  the  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Sot r theas t  As ia  (ASA)  in  1961 and Malays ia -
Phil ippines-lrrdonesia (MAPFIILINDO) in 7963 eventually lecl to the fon'rration
of  i r  more  cohes ivc  o rsar r i sa t ion ,  r ramely  ASEAN in  79( t7 .  The '  pa in f t r l
h istor ical  exper iences also i re lped the cotrntr ies cool)crate bct ter  n ' i th each
o t h e r .  T h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  m a i n  f o r r n t r l a  f o r  r e g i o n a l i s m  a n d  t h e
clemonstrat ion of  the ASEAN n,a) ' .

The comrnon l i is tory sharecl  by most of  these cotrntr ies is one of  the
bases  tha t  enco l r rase  cooper i , r t ion ,  espec ia l l v  in  the  economic  sec tor .  Th is
coofrerat ion includes totrr ism r l 'h ich rv i l l  helpr f t r r ther inst i l  a strong spir i t  of
regior-ral ism arnor lg ASEAN rncmber countr ies.
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GEOCI{APHICAL FACTOR
1 'he  geogra f rh ) /  o f  Southeas t  As ia  i s  recogn ised as  a  fac to r  tha t  can  he lp
promote better t ies amol lg countr ies in the region. The geography of  the
region can be character ised in t rvo categor ies;  mari t ime (Brturei ,  Indonesia,
Malaysi ; r ,  Phi l ippines and Singapore),  mainland Southeast Asia (Myanmar,
Cambod ia ,  Laos ,  Tha i land ar rd  V ie tnam) .  Many o f  these count r ies  share
borders.  Tirerefore,  these cotrntr ies make arr  ef for t  to maintain good bi lateral
t ies wi th each other in order to avoid major conf l ic ts.  For example,  Thai land
shares borders 'uvi th Laos, Myanmar,  Cambocl ia and Malaysia arrd a lot  of
ef for t  is  put into maintaining good bi lateral  t ies wi th these cotrntr ies.  With
goocl  re lat ions n ' i th neighbour ins nat ions and i ts strategic locat ion,  Thai land
cal- I  use these factors to i ts advantase to promote intra-ASEAN tour isnr to
boost its or.t,rr totrrism indtrstrrr. This lnove can also be imple.mentecl in other
ASEAN cottntr ies rvhich share a common borclcr  rv i th or- le o.  more countr ies
such as Malavsia,  Inclorresia ar-rr l  Singapore.

A cotrntry 's topography ancl  geographical  set t ing can also be a totrr ist
at t ract ion by i tsel f .  Mourrtains ancl  h i l ls ,  is lancls,  r ivers,  gtr l fs,  cAves, coasts
arrd del tas can be t t r rneci  into totrr ist  dest inat ions.  Many of  these alre;rdy
exist  in Sotr theast Asia.  Mount l ( inabal t r  (Sabah, Malaysia),  i ( rakatatr  Is land
(Sumatra & Java, Indonesia),  the Jayar,r ' i jaya Range ( l r ian Jnyo),  the I { iver of
M u h a k a m  ( B o r n e o ) ,  t h e  C o a s t  o f  t h e  I s t h r n u s  o f  K r a  ( T h a i l a n d ) ,  B o h o l
( S o u t h e r n  P h i l i p p i n e s ) ,  t h e  R e d  R i v e r  D e l t a  ( V i e t n a m ) ,  H k a k a b o  R a z i
(M) 'ot l -ar) ,  The Volcano of  ( l t rntrng Semerrr  (Easterrr  Java),  the I r rawady
River,  Tonle Snfr ,  Salw'een River,  the Mekong and Lake Taal  (Ltrzon)6 are
s o m e  o f  t h e  m a n v  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  f o u n d  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  T h e s e
man'el lotrs fornrs of  nature ref lect  the re.gion's potent ia l  for  tour ism, mainly
nature,  hcr i tage and adrrenture tour ism.

CULTURE
Sc-rtr theast Asian cul t t r res are intermixecl  ' , t , i th iorejgn ctr l t t r res.  Some of these
cul tures have. inf l t rencecl  ear l ic ' r  governments as wel l  as nat ion btr i ld ing in
modem c lay  $e l l theas t  As ia .  The process  o f  Ind ian isa t ion ,  S in ic isa t ion  as
rvel l  as Is l t rmisat ion t - r rotrght abotr t  bv merchar-r t  t raders arr iv ing f ror-rr  Indi t - r ,

China arrd Arab, respect ively '  inf l t renced the grora, ' th and development of
early kingdoms strch as Champa, Srivijaya, Malzrcca, Angkor, I 'agan, Strkhothai
ancl  A,vuthaya. Tl-re emer€tence of  t i rese kingdoms created an assimi lat ion
process in economic,  pol i t ical  ancl  social  terms among the peoples of  Southeast
Asia.  This process led to the development of  a plural i ty of  cul tures and this
can be se'en in var ious ctr l t t r ra l  perforrnal lces,  re l ig iorrs and [re] iefs,  languages,
ctr is ines and fest i r -a ls 1=,raqt icer j  toclay in Sotr th"nt t  At io.  Thtrs,  thc '  s i rn i lar i t ics
i r r  Southei-rst  Asian ctr l t t r re can be at t r ibtr tecl  to the inf l r . rcnce brotrght bv
Chinese, Indian ancl  Arrrb mercharr t  t raders.  This is a comrnon factor bindirrg
al l  Southeast Asian cotrntr ies and in t t r rn a major factor at t ract ing tour ist  to
t l - re region.
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COMMONALITIES AS A POTENTIAL AID IN INTRA-ASEAN
TOURISM
Intra-ASEAN tour ism in the Southeast Asian region has always existed. The
c- l iscussiorr  above has demonstrated t i r is  point .  The commonal i t ies that  exist
amol lg the ASEAN cotrntr ies plal '  a htrge role in at t ract i r rg totrr ist  arr ivals
from member cotrntr ies.  The fol lon, ing sect ion wi l l  explore the var iety of
cornmon; r l i t ies  tha t  con t r ib t r te  in  enr ich i r rg  the  in t ra -ASEAN tour ism.
Nltmerous common factors ltar.e been icle.ntif ied as contribtrt ing to the growth
arrd st istainabi l i ty  of  intra-ASEAN totrr ism. These factors ranEfe f rom histor1. ,
geography.,  ctr l t l i re,  langtrage, ctr is ine and others.

HISTORY
Southeast Asian cotrntries share sirnilar historical experiences that have helped
the'se cotrntr ies €tro\ \ /  and mat l r re into the developed cotrntr ies that  they are
know,n today. In the ear ly \ /ears,  oppression from respect ive colonial ists arrd
widespread porrerty made i t  c l i f f ic t r i t  to form anv kind of  cooperat ion or
understandir-rg betnreen the countries.

The presslrres of  internat ional  pol i t ics ancl  regional  secur i ty '  conf l ic ts
have bror-rght the cotrntries together ir-r the spirit of regionalism. The chaos
of the first and Second Worlcl Wars and the insectrrity and anxiety that r,t,ere

brotrght on by the Cold War lef t  the region in a state of  economical ,  pol i t ical
and socizr l  instabi l i ty .  The suffer ing endr-rred by al l  Southeast Asians dur ing
the  Japa l lese  Occr - rpa t ion ,  the  V ie tnam War  and the  r i se  and spread o f
communism in the region has f t r r ther strengthened understanding between
the  count r ies .

S o r n e  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  c o L u l t r i e s  p i o n e e r e c l  t h e  s t r u g e l c  f o r
independence from irnper ia l is ts in the region. I r"rdependence movements such
as  tha t  in  Ma laya and the  Ph i l ipp i r res  insp i red  o ther  count r ies  r . r ' i th in  the
region tc-r  fo l low str i t .  Impe'r ia l ism lef t  an tur forgettable mark in the region's
i r is tory.

H is to r ica l  expe. r iences  har re  e l rco l l ragcd the  sp i r i t  o f  reg iona l i sm in

Solr th East Asia ancl  harre marle the peoples of  the region stronger ancl  more

determinecl .  This c leterrninat ion can be seen in scveral  ear l ier  at tempts as

wel l  as campaigns demanding change in the Sotr thetrst  Asiar-r  region. The
fa i lu re  o i  the  Assoc ia t io r r  o f  Southe . - rs t  As ia  (ASA)  i r r  1961 and Malays ia -
Phi l ippines-Indonesia (MAPHILINDO) in 1963 er.enttrai iy leci  to t i re format ion
o f  i r  m o r e  c o h e s i v e  o r s a n i s a t i o n ,  n a r n e l y  A S E A N  i n  1 9 ( t 7 .  T h c  p a i n f u l
histor ical  exper icnces t-r lso helpecl  thc- cotrntr ic.s coopcr i ' r te bct ter  r , r r i th each

o t l ' r e r .  T h i s  c o o p e r i ' l t i o n  i s  t h e  m a i r r  f o r m t r l a  f o r  r e g i o n a l i s m  a n d  t h e
ciemonstration of the ASEAN \'\,a)'.

The common history sharecl  bv most of  these countr ies is one of  the
bases  t l - ra t  encourase coopera t ion ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  economic  sec tor .  Th is
cooperat iorr  inclucles totrr ism n,hich l , r ' i l l  l - re lp f t r r ther inst i l  a strong spir i t  of
regional ism amol le ASEAN rnember countr ies.
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LANGUAGE
The beauty of  Southeast Asian languages is the pol i teness, f r iencl l iness and
softness of  i ts  sotrnds that ref lect  the long, old and respectecl  her i tage of
Southeast Asia.  The language is pieasant to the ears and rv i l l  make anv tour ist
feel  welcome in the region.

Dif ferent cot tntr ies may trse di f ferent languages but they al l  share the
same beauty.  Thai ,  I (hmer,  I r rdonesian Malay,  Malav ancl  Tagalog are thc
main Southeast Asian languages. Al l  these langtrages are unique br"r t  when
spoken, they al l  echo the pol i teness and fr iendl iness of  the speaker.

'Thank Yotr '  can be saic l  in a var iety of  ways. In Malaysia,  Inclonesia
ancl Singapore, the term is tt 'r i ttttt hnsilr and is said politely ancl respectfully,
and fol lorved by n gesttrre such as a hanc- l -shake. Simi lar ly,  thank you is said
as C/rs zrt t irr ltn da in Btrrme se, Kltorb lcootr in Thai and K/lnr up jni in Laotian and
is fo l lon'ed with the c lasping of  pralms ancl  a s l ight  nod of  the head. This
gesttrrc is known as i t ,n i in Thai .

A  r rumber  o f  count r ies  in  the  Malay  Arch ipe lago share  a  common
language. Fol  example,  the Malay langtrage is used extensively in Malaysia,
Singapore,  Indonesia,  Brunei  and Southern Thai land. Tl-r is has created an
opport t rn i ty for  intra-ASEAN tour ism as tour ists f rom these countr ies do
not face comrnr ln icat ion problerns.  The populat ion in Southem Thai land, in
areas such as Hat Yai ,  Colok,  Sorrgkhla,  Narathiwat,  Yala ancl  Phuket t rse
Malay  to  comrnun ica te  w i th  each o t l - re r .  The peop les  o f  Laos ,  Cambod ia ,
V ie tnam,  T l - ra i land  and Myar r rnar  a lso  have l i t t le  o r  no  prob lems when
commurl icat ing wi th each other as their  languages belong to the Tni-Kndni
fami ly.  Sirni lar  d ia lects in th is fami ly of  languages are l rsed in Tl-rai iand,
northern Myanmar arrd the Yunnan cl istr ict  in ChinaT.

CUISINE

Food is not a problem for intra-ASEAN tourists as Southeast Asian nations
share the same staple -  r ice.  Boi led r ice is known as nnsi  in Malay speaking
nat ions such as Malaysia,  Singapore and Indonesia.  This staple is known as
I t lno (Tlni lntrd), lcnrt i t t  (Pl t i l iptTt i t l t 's) ,  c l r t t  t rnr tg (Vi t ' t t rntrr) ,  nrrd htnt t r i t r  (MVnrtnmr)

Members of  ASEAN are r ice-plant ing countr ies except Singapore.  Thc.
only di f ference abotr t  t l - r is  staple is the l t ray i t  is  prepared. In Malaysia,  r ice is
served as  nns i  l t ' t t tn lc  ( r i c t ' l to i l t ' d  i r t  coco t t t t t  t r t i l l t ) ,  t tns i  t lngn t tg ,  r tns i  hernb t t  n t td
tr t ts i  cnntptrr .  Over in Inclorresia,  there are nnsi  t t t r r tpertgs,  r tnsi  lot t r i r tg (snf f rot t

r icc) ,  t rnsi  t t t l tLh,  r tnsi  Ttndnrrge, t rnsi  ntrr l tu lg and t tnsi  gt tdag (r icc rui t l t  jncl ; f t ' r t i t  nt td
c0c0ntt t  nt i l lc  cr t r rV).  Nnsi  n1/ntn hni t tnr t  is  wel l  known in Singafrore whi le thc
poptr iar  r ice dish in Vietnam is cort t  f  nr1 cntnt t )Laos is u 'c l l  krrorvn for i ts /nnf
lclno rice dish wl-ri le in Tl'railarrcl, the poptrlar rice clish is klmo nrnrt knift iat (ricc

rui t l r  c l t ic lcart /duck scrucd rui t l r  n snrtct ' ) .  As an al ternat ive,  Sotr theast Asians
conslune glut inous r ice and noodles made from r ice f lotrr .  Other s imi lar  foods
can be found arotrncl  the region such as Totr t  Yntr t ,  Sntnt l ,  r rermicel l i  soup,
' r0f  i '  cnrtni ,  Prntn and Mlr f  n l tn lc.
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TOURISM PRODUCTS
Many Southeast Asian cor l l r t r ies have er l ready become a favour i te dest inat ion
amol ls foreign tour ists.  Thai land rvas the f i rst  Southearst  Asian cotrntry to
open i ts doors to tonr ists in 19(r0s anci  i rave reaper l  t i re prof i ts of  the totrr ism
inclr-rstry eve-r since. Malaysi;1 arrcl Sir-rgafrore enterec-l the incltrstry irr early
2000 and the trencl was follor,r,ed b), other countries in the region.

Southeast Asian countr ies of fer  common tour ism proclucts based on
common themes such as marine totrr ism, histor ical  tour ism, water sports,
fest ivals,  unique cr-r l t t r res and eco-tonr ism, al l  of  which have at t ractecl  foreigrr
tour ists by the droves to the region. Recognis ing this potent ia l ,  intra-ASEAN
totrr ists shoulc l  make the regiorr  their  choice dest inat ion.

Other comlr lo l ra l i t ies in tour ism products that  can be seen are histor ical
curn t l reme parks and recreat ion parks.  Examples of  strch places are Tntrrnrt
Mit t i  Mnlnrysin,  Munrrq Bornrt  in Thai land and Tntrrnt t  Mirr i  l rdotresin l t tdnh. The
products offered ma), be the same anc-l thtrs strengtherrs the clairn that these
are i r rc lced cornmon:r l i t ies in intra-ASEAN totrr ism btr t  they are unique i r r
their  o\ \ , '1- l  way. The urr ic lL leness of  these piaces creates var iety for  i r r t ra-
ASEAN totrr ists.  Table 7 short 's  the comrnonal i t ies of  main tour ism procl t rcts
of fered by Sotr the;rst  Asiarr  cotrntr ies.

SOUTHEAST ASIAN CAPITALS
The unic lue images of  Sotr theast Asiarr  capi ta ls have become the main factor

of  at t r t rct ion for  intra-ASEAN totrr ists.  Each capi ta l  has i ts own remarkable

i m a g e  t o  p o r t r a y  t o  t h e  i n t r a - A S E A N  t o u r i s t .  I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  o n e  h a s  n o t

real ly v is i ted a Sotr theast Asiarr  coturtry i f  one has not becn to the capi ta l .

Sor-r theast Asians are proucl  of  their  respect ive c i t ies though they may not be

as big or as glamoroLrs as Nen, York Ci ty but capi ta l  c i t ies are one obviotrs
conlr l lonal i ty in Southezrst  Asia.  The ci t ies are made rnore interest ing by the
mtr l t ip l ic i ty of  at t ract ions such as the sky-scrapers,  a l 'a i lable faci l i t ies and
services,  atmosphere anc- l  the exist i r rg t radi t ional  publ ic t ransportat ion svstem.
Tour ists wi l l  be amazed by the many tradi t ion; i i  moc- les of  t ransportat ion
st i l l  exist ing in Sotr theast Asia,  for  c 'xampIe,  bnjni ,  bt 'cnl t ,  ntrdottg,  nr tg lcots
( lndonesra), l tecn nrd kerctn lcntbtr  (Malaysia),  jacpttcy (Phi l l ippines) and frr l r
tu l rs,  songt l tnai l ,  rarr0 l tntrg rTno (Longtai l  boats) (Thai land).

S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  c a p i t a l s  -  I ( t r a l a  L u m p u r  ( M a l a y s i a ) ,  B a n d a r  S e r i
Begawan (Brunei) ,  J;rkarta ( lnclonesia),  Mani la (The Phi l ippines),  Sirrgapore,
Bar rgkok  (Tha i l i - rn r l ) ,  Ho Ch i  Minh  (V ie tnam) ,  Phnom Penh (Camboc l ia ) ,

Vient iane (Laos) anr l  Yangoon (Myanrnar)  have their  excl t rs ive character ist ics.
The cerr t re of  a c i ty where a ranse of  busirresses opertr te f rom, commoniy

knorvn as the World Trade Centre is a rnain intra-ASEAN totrr ist  at t ract ion.
The Kuala Lumpur Ci t l 'Centre (KLCC), the World Trade Centre in Bangkok,

Indones ia 's  Jakar ta  Wor lc l  T rade Cent re  and the  Bay  Area Wor lc l  T rac le

Centre in the Phi l ippines are m;r jor  totrr ist  at t ract ions rvel l  known for their

t rade and siropping areas.
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Table 7:  Commonal i t ies of  Main Tour ism Products Offered by Southeast Asian Countr ies

(,r)

Countrv Historv Mar i t ime EcotourS M

Thai land . The Crand Palace, Muang Boran
Ayt r t thaya His tor ica l  Park

. Ko Lanta, Koh Samui, Phuket, Kcr
Similan, Ko Tarr.rtao

.  Khao Sok Nat iona l  Park ,  Kaeng
Krachan National Park, Doi
Inthanon National Park

Malays ian . The Historic Heritage of Malacca,

Georgetor.t ,n, The Site of Fort

Co rnwa l l i s

. Pangkor Island, Langkaw,i Island,

Perhentian island

. Cunung Multr National Park,
Mount Kinabaltr,Taman Negara
National Park

Singt rpore . Fort Carrnir-rg & Clarke Quay,
Empress Pi;rce Br.r i ldirrg, Cavenagh
Bridge, Parl iament F{ouse, St Ar-rdrew

Catheclral,  Raff les Citv

o Sentosa Island, Ubirr Island, Singapore
River (Singapore I l iver Crtr ises)

. Btrkit  Tirnah Nature Reserve

I ndones ian o Borobudur  ar rd  Prambarran,  Batarz ia ,
Kastrnanan Palace

.  Bal i ,  Metarva i  Is lands (Sumatra) ,

Pt r lau Samosi r

o Panganclaran Natiorral Park,
Bromo-Tengger-Serneru National
Park ,  Ker inc i -Sebla t  Nat iona l  Park

Phi l ipp ines . i l izal Park & Mernorial,  Malacarrang
Palace,lntramrlros, San Agustin
Church. C;rsa Manila.

.  Borac;ry, PAnay, Cebu,Bclhol,  Banta\r:rr-r
Is land,  Olongapo & Subic  Bay,

Corregidor, Manila Bay, Batangas,

Clark ,  Malapascua ls land,  Samal  Is land
& Taliktrd Island, Siargao Island,

Sulu  Is land

. Sohoton Natural Briclge National
Park ,  Mount  Kanlaon Nat iona l
Park

Laos o Wat Sisaket, Vientiar-re, Louang
Phabar-r{r.  Plain of lars

. Lotrang Namtha, Don Khon &
Don Det

. The Bolaven Plateatr arrd Tad Lct
Water fa l ls

Myanmar e Ananda Pahto Ternp le ,  Bupaya,

Inn-Hpaya Stupra,  Nat  Taung Kyaur- rg

o Diamond Is lar rd ,  Coco Is lar - rd .  Foh-Ka
__Lah lslarnd, Eastern Boronga lslarrcl,

CLr l f  o f  Mar taban

.  Khakaboraz i  Nat iona l  Park ,
A laurrgdaw Kathapa Nat iona l  Park

Carnbod ia .  Ar rgkor ,  The throne F ia l l  o f  the
Roval Palace. National Mtrseurn

o Koh S'clach, Koh Kong o Raem Nat iona l  [ 'a rk ,  Bokor
Nat iona l  I 'a rk

Brtrnei o Omar Al i  Saiftrddien Moscttre, Ntrrr.r l
Iman Pa'rlace

. Water Vi l lage , Bandar Seri Bcgarrv:rr-r .  Ulu Tembtrrtrr-rg N;rt ional I 'ark

V ie tnam o Vien Bao Tang Cach Mang (Museum

of the I lerroltr t ion), Vien Bao Tarrg
Lich Str (The F{istory Mtrseum), Hcr
Ch i  M inh  Museum

. Ha Long Bay, Phtr Quoc Islancl,  An
Birrh lsland

. Sa Pa, Mekorrg [)elta, Sarn
Mounta in
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Table B: Various Interestins Ventres or
ASEAN Country

Markets Promot ing Handicraf ts in

TASTES AND HANDICRAFTS

Southeast Asians l - rave simi lar  tastes when i t  comes to handicraf ts.  This can
be seeu from the products procluced snch as text i les,  inter ior  decorat ions

and carvings. Many Southeast Asian handicraf ts can be obtained anywhere
in any Southeast Asian tour ist  dest inat ions l ike markets,  bazaars and plazas.
Tab le  8  shows the  var ions  in te res t ing  ven l les  o r  marke ts  wh ich  ca ter  to
handicraf ts needs in ASEAN countr ies.

However,  the products do have di f ferences in terms of  the r t 'ay i t  is

made,  mot i fs ,  the  k inds  o f  tex t i les  used to  p roduce i t  and the  usage o f  a

certain prodr,rct .  Text i les such as the snrot tgt t ,  bnt i l t ,  s i /k and sortghct can be

for r r rd  in  any  Sot r theas t  As ian  na t ion .  Bnt ik  can be  found in  Ma lays ia ,

Indonesia,  Thai iand, Brunei  and the Phi l ippines and are named af ter  the

places from which they are produced for example, tsnti lc lmun, Bntilc Kclnntnrt

and Bafilc I ' lnrn. Snrotrgs can be found anywhere in Sor-rtheast Asia including

Myanmar,  Laos and Vietnarn.  In Myanmar,  the snrong is known as Lortgyi

and is  a  common i tem o f  c lo th ing  among Myanmarese.  Myanmarese in

government offices wear the Pnso, a slrong which is official office wear for

D e s t i n a t i o n Markets

Indonesia

Thai land

Phil ippines
Cambodia

Marlaysia

L a o s

Singapore

Victnam

Brunei
Myanmar

Sukuwat i  (Bal i ) ,  Ja lan Mal ioboro (Yogyakar ta) ,  ja lan
Surabaya (central Jakartar),  Jalan Prawirotaman,
Samudera Raya, Pasar Turi,  Ubud Market (Bal i) .
Chatuchak, Pratunam Market, Thanon Khao San &
Banglamphu, Thanom Ploenchit,  Si lom & Sukhumvit
Road
Creen Hil l ,  Binondo (Ongpin Street)
Psah Toul Tom Poung (Phnom Penh), Psar Thmei, Psar"
I(ancials, Psar Chas, Psar Orussey
Petal ing Street (Kualla Lumpur), Masj id India (I(uala
Lumpur), Fi l ipina Market (I(ota Kinabalu), Chow Kit,

Jalan Ttrn I{azak, Pasar Satok (Sabah)
I(houn Boulom Road, Heng Bottn Road, Dong Palane
Market, Samsenthai, Setthathi lat road.
Lit t le India (Jalan Besar), Chinator 'vn (Ner,v Bridge
Road), Chinatown Complex (Trengganu Street),  Arab
Street
Cau Orrg Lanh Market, Binh Tay Market, Betr Thanh
Market, Dan Sinh Market
Cadong, Tembtrrong Jetty.
Bogyoke Market(Aung San), Hsipaw Market (Shan),
Mandalay's Central Market, Ibein Market
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these employees. In Thai land, the snralg is known as Plm Si  n,  r , r 'h i le in Sarntr i ,
i t  is  known as Sarong ScrnTtc.  The saror ls i r i  Malaysia is krron,n as knir t  Ttal ihnt .
These cornmonal i t ies have created a unir l t re ident i ty for  the Sotr theast Asian
communi t ies  espec ia l l y  n rhen cer ta in  tex t i les  a re  assoc i t r ted  r , r ' i th  cer ta iu
cottntr ies st tch as Malal ,s iat t  Sottgkt ' t ,  Thi-r i  Si lk and Javatrcsc Bat ik in Indoncsier.

Other prodtrcts are also prodtrcecl such as clothes, footr,r,ear ancl [-rags,
al l  of  rvhich are made to str i t  Sotr t l - reast  Asian neecls ancl  tastes.  I t  is  c l i f fererr t
from btrying sottveuirs from foreign clestinations srlch as Etrrope. For example,
Southe;rst  Asians do not see the neecl  to buy w, inter c lothir-rg f rorn thc.se
p laces  as  souven i rs  as  ther , r  do  no t  exper ience rv i r r te r  back  horne in  the i r
cc ' r t t t r t r ies.  Intrar-ASEAN totrr ists have the aclr 'antaqe of  bc. i r rg ablc to use thc '
i tems they  buy  'u t 'hen  t rave l l ing  w i th i r r  the  reg ion  as  most  o f  thesc  i te tms
catcr to their  s imi lar  needs.

CONCLUSION

Sotrtheast Asia i ras the potent iar l  of  becoming a poptr lar  tour ist  c lcst inat ion
becattse of  i ts  mult ip le ctr l tures.  This c loes not only at t ract  foreign totrr ists
bt t t  cau also be used to at t ract  tour ists n ' i th in the region. I r r t ra-AsEAN totrr ism
needs to be given high at tent ion due to the commonal i t ies that  exist  betn,een
the  r ra t ions .

S o t r t h e a s t  A s i a  h a s  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  i n  b e c o r n i n g  a  p o p t r l a r  t o t r r i s t
dest inat iorr  that  rv i l l  at t ract  both foreign ancl  ASEAN totrr ists as the rrat ions
share commonal i t ies in terms of  h istory,  geography, totrr ism procl t rcts ancl
cul t t r re.  Thtts,  intra-ASEAN tonr ism should be giver-r  prr ior i ty as the cr i ter ia
of  promot ion as the nat ions share common simi lar i t ies.  To faci l i tate intra-
ASEAN ancl  internat iorral  t ravel ,  members of  the ASEAN cotrntr ies shotr lc l
be  ab le  to  t rave l  w i th in  a r - rd  in to  ASEAN by  ex tenc l ing  v isa  exempt io r r
arral lqelnent for  nat iorrals of  ASEAN rnernber states t r ; rvel l ing r , t ' i th i r - r  the
region on the basis of  b i lateral  v isa exemption agreements corrc l t rc lecl  Lrc ' t rveerr
member  s ta tes  tha t  a re  ready  to  do  so  and encor l rag i r rg  the  t rse  o f  smar t
cards for ASEAN btrsiness and freqr-rent travellers.

The 10 ASEAN member cotrntr ies should real ise the importance of  intra-
ASEAN tot t r ism as i t  is  a tool  for  the f t r r ther development of  totrr is in in t l - re
region. The common yet c l iverse as;-rect  of  Southeast Asia n, i l l  g ive Sor-r theast
A s i a n s  t h e  o p p o r t t r r r i t y  t o  e x p r l o r e  t h e  e x c i u s i v i t t ,  o f  t h e i r  r e q i o n .  T h e
cornnlonalit ies that exist do not meall the region's totrrisrn inc-ltrstry sliotrld
be stereotypecl  in anyway or the region has l imi ted at t ract ions btr t  becatrsc
of these commonal i t ies,  the region has become a unique and cl i r rerse tour ist
a t t rac t ion .

These commonal i t ies  make i t  eas ie r  fo r  t rave l  and tour  agenc ies  to
trncle'rstr-rrrd the r,r,ants and rreeds of intra-ASEAN totrrists. It also eases the
task of  p lanning arrc l  r regot iat ing tour packages for intra-ASEAN totrr ists as
trausportat ion costs carr  be kept at  a minimum and the total  cost  of  the hol ic l ; iy
c loes not btrrn a hole in t l - re rracat ioner 's pocket.

Therefore,  i t  can be said that  the comrnonal i t ies betwcen the cotrr-r t r ies
i r r  So t r theas t  As ia  can he . lp  p romote  in t ra -ASEAN to t r r i sm.  I t  car r  a lso  be
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used as a stepping-stone to a stronger and more unitecl ASEAN as this branch
of tourism can help inst i l l  the sprir i t  of regional ism in the region. Tourism is
a messenger of peace and a bridge for fr iendship and cooperation. Tourism
is piaying a growingly important role in promoting economic and cultural
development  and socia l  prosper i ty ,  en i rancing in ternat ional  f r iendship,
strengthening friendly exchanp;e and safeguarding world peace. By tourism,
it bincls the countries and tire people together and helps in harnessing tl-re
po\/el of 10 ASEAN countr ies in good cooperation.
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e lebrat ion par t ies  that  is  conducte 'd  r , r ,hen there is  a  h is tor ica i  orspec ia l  fami l ) /  e \ /ent ,

or  as a  mark o f  g iv ing thanks on ga in ing success in  e i ther  bus iness,  educat iona l ,  or

o ther  e f for ts .
e The Minangkabau region of West Strmatra prodl lces some of the. best cooks irr

I r rdcrncs ia ,  and i t  is  in  the i r  t tns i  pndnt rg  resta ' rurants  lvhe. re  the v is i tor  n , i l l  f ind thc

tast ies t ,  sp ic ies t  Indones ian foc>d.
r0  Corr t  tn t l  cntn  is  r ice wi th  mushrooms,  ch icken and f ine ly  s l iced pork  f lavot r red

wi th  g inger .  Bt r t  most l l ,  V ie tnamese l ike  to  eat  noodle  made f rom r rce.  P l rc  is  the

Vietnamese name for  the noodle .  soLrLr  that  is  eatcn at  a l l  hot r rs  o f  the day bt r t  is  a

spec ia l  favot i r i te  for  breakfa- rs t .  I t  is  preparcd very  qu ick ly  bo i i ing noodles and p l t rc ing

them in to  a  bon ' l  a lons r , t , i th  creens (sha l lo ts ,  pars ley)  ar rd  shredded beef ,  ch icken or

pork .  A broth  made r ,v i th  bo i led bones,  L) rawns,  g inger  and nr roc t r tnr t t  is  then poured

in to  the bor t ' I .  Some people  take the i r  p / lo  n ' i th  ch i l l i  sauce or  lernon.  Lnrr  ts  f ish  and

vegeta l r le  soLrp scrvL.d in  a  bo lv l  rescmbl i r rs  a  samovar  ur i th  the top c t r t  o f f .  L ive

coals  in  the cent re  keep i t  hot .  Miar r  l t to t r  ts  vermice l l i  so t rp  rv i th  ee l  seasoned lv i th

nr t rs l r rooms,  sha l lo ts ,  f r ied cggs and ch ickcn.  Br t r t  t l tn r rg  is  r ice noodles and shredded

chicken n,i th fr ied egg and pra\^/ns orr top-r. I t  is served lvi th broth made by boi l ing

clr icken, clr ied L)ra\ /ns and pig Lrones. Xttp rntt  is vegetarblc soup. Cntt l t  Klto hon is i t

b i t tc ' r 'sor ip  sa id  to  bc espec i ; , r l l y  good for  t i re  i rea l th  o f  people  who have spcnt  a  lo t  o f

t ime in the sun. The noodles sen'ed r,r, i th Vietnamese soups are three types: white,

r icc noodles (bnult plto), clear noodles made from rice rnixed with rnanioc powder

( r t t i t t r ) ,  and ye l lon ' ,  l ,vheat  noodles (nr i ) .  Man) ,  noodles soLrp are ava i lab le  e i ther  wi th

broth  Qr t toc  /co)  or  r t ' i thot r t  ( / r / ro ,  l i te ra l l \ ,  'd r \ " ) .  Sec ht tp : / / t t 'wr ' t ' .cL t is ineuet .com
11 A sarong is  large sheet  o f  fabr ic ,  o f ter r  wrapped around the r t ,a is t  anc- l  worn as a

s k i r t  b y  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  S o t r t i r e a s t  A s i a  a n d  P ; r c i f i c  i s l a n d s ,  p a r t i c t r l a r l y

Indonesia and Mi,r laysia. The farbric is often Lrr ightly colotrred or printed with intr icate

pa t t e ' r ns ,  o f t e r r  dep i c t i ng  an ima ls  o r  p l an t s ,  checke red  o r  geome t r i c  pa t t e r r r s ,  o r

l esemb l i ng  t he  resu l t s  o f  t i e  dy ing .  Sa r t r r r gs  a re  a l so  t r sed  as  wa l l  hang ings  and

othcr  forms of  c lo th ing,  s r - rch as shar t ' l s ,  baby carr iers ,  complc te  dresses or  L lpper

body clothing. In North America, sarongs are often trsed by rvomen as a cover-Ltp

over  s lv imwear .  See ht tp :  /  /en. r , r , ' i k iped ia .org/ r  " ' i k i /Sarong.
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