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ABSTRACT
Of la te ,  there.  i ta r .e  been increas i r rg  e f ior ts  to  create a  knorv ledge soc ie t l ' (or  k -soc ie ty)

among ASEAN member  cot rn t r ies  both ind iv id t ra l lv  ernd co l lec t ive ly .  Tak ing in to

; tccot tn t  the impor tAnce 'o f  a  k-soc ie t t ' fo r  ASEAN, a  conceptwider  than k-economy,

th is  paper  wi l l  e laborate  on the aspect  o f  knon, lec lge shar ing (or  the lack o f  i t )  and

the consequent  cha l lenges and prospects  towards bu i ld ing an ASEAN knor ,v ledge

society. The paper is dirr ided into threc. sections: (1) The possibi l i ty of a knort ' ledge

society (k-society) within ASEAN (2) Limitat ions in creating an ASEAN knowledge

societ l ,  (3) Prospects arrd Chr-r l lenges for ASEAN knorvleclge societ ies vis- i-r ' is the

Etr ropean Union (EU) exper ience.

PRELUDE
f h e  b i r t h  o f  A S E A N  ( o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  N a t i o n s ) ,
comprising Malaysia, the republics of Indonesia, Phil ippines, Singapore and
the Kingdom of Thailand in Augtrst 7967 was indeed a historic moment. It
marked the beginnings of muiti- lateral relations among member countries,
the first of its kind, in the region rvhich had the ultimate objective of bringing
into its fold all the Southeast Asian states.2 The Bangkok Declaration, signed
on B Atrgust 7967, to commemorate the birth of ASEAN by the five founding
members was a commtrniqtr6 cali ing for joint efforts to promote economic
cooperation, social progress and cultural development in the region. Apart
f rom tha t ,  ihe  assoc ia t ion  a lso  ; r imec l  a t  sa feguarc l ing  the  po l i t i ca l  and
econornic stabi l i ty  of  the region against  b ig power r ivalry and to serve as a
f o r t t m  f o r  t h e  r e s o l r - r t i o n  o f  i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s . 3  T h e  B a n g k o k
Declarat ion strccinct ly underscores these object ives,  i t  states that :

The Assoc ia t ion represents  the co l lec t ive rv i l l  o f  the nat ions to  b ind

themselves together in fr iendship arnd cooperation and, through joint

e f for ts  arnd sacr i f ices,  secr l re  for  the i r  peoples and for  pos ier i ty  the

b less ings of  peace,  f reedom, and prosper i ty . {
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In  o ther  \vorc ls ,  the  pr in - \a ry  a im o f  the  group ing  was to  c rea te  a l r
"ASEAN commll l r i ty" ,  i .e.  a cornml ln i ty in diplomacy, economics,  cul t t r re
ancl  others.s The vis ion of  crei-r t i l rg i 'ur  ASEAN cornr-r-runi ty strcceeder l ,  to
sorne extent,  in part icular w, i th the growth of  i ts  members f rom ASEAN 5 to
A S E A N  1 0  w i t h i n  a  s p a n  o f  3 0  v e a r s .  N o n e t h e l e s s  i t s  f l a w s  o r  l i r n i t e d
engagernent  w i th in  the  group ing  and the  genera l  popu lace  o f  ASEAN
corrntr ies has e.arned i t  the appel lat ion "an imagined commllni t .y" .

S ince  i t s  b i r th ,  ASEAN has  i r rdeed progressed beyond the  f ie lds  o f
diplornacy, ctr l t t r ra l  arrc- l  social  act iv i t ies.  I ts mai l r  area of  focus apart  f ronr
secr-rrity especially in the communist counter-insr-rrgency periods of the 1960
anc l  1970s  has  been economics .  Economics  became an impor tan t  agenda
parr t icul t r r ly  af ter  the errr l  of  the Vietrrarn War.  The subject  t t ,as f i rst  ra iseci  a i t
t l re ASEAN Strmrni t  of  7976 at  Bal i .  The Declarat ion of  ASEAN Accord s igned
in 1976 at tests to the imporbance of  region;r l  economic cool)erat ion basecl  on
the pr inciple of  natural  economic complernentar i t ies.  Tl-re declarat ion sLates
t h a t :

M e n r b c r  s t a t c s  s h a l l  t a k c  c o o p - r c r a t i v e  a r c t i o n  i n  t h c i r  n u t i o r r a l  a n r j

r eg iona l  deve lopn rc r r t  p r r l r g r c rmn lcs ,  L r t i l i z i ng  as  i a r  as  poss ib i e  t he

rcsoLrrccs a ' rva i l t rb le  i r r  t l rc  ASEAN reg ior r  to  Lr roac len thc compicrnerr tar i tv

of  the i r  respcct ive cconomies. "

From then on  the  gro \  / th  o f  ASEAN has  been benchmarked by  reg iona l
economic co-operat ive f rameworks rvhi le constar-r t ly  holdirrg onto the non-
interverr t ionist  approach i r r  domest ic pol i t ics of  member cotrntr ies.  In 1,984,
Brtrnei  Dartrssalaf f r  was admit ted as the s ixth member.  In 1995, Viefnam also
jo i r rec l  ASEAN.  Lao Peopr le 's  Democra t ic  Repub l ic  and Burma/Myanmar
becanre rnembers in 1997. Camlrodia jo inecl  in 1999.

Today, ASEAN ecorromic cooperat ion co\/ers the fo l lorv ing areas: t rade,
i r r v e s t m e n t ,  i n d t r s t r y ,  s e r v i c e s ,  f i n a n c e ,  a g r i c u l t t r r e ,  f o r e s t r v ,  e n e r g y ,
t rar-rsportat ion and communicut ion,  intel lect t ra l  property,  srnal i  arrd rnedi t rm
enterpr iscs,  ancl  tour ism. The ten mernber cotrntr ies that  make trp ASEAN
lrave a cornl-r i r red CDP of Euro 1,117 bi l l ion (2001),  btr t  demonstrate large
economic  c l i spar i t ies  among them.  \  / i th  a  popu la t ion  o f  some 503 mi l t ion
people,  they make up one of  the largest regional  markets in the rvor ld.T

Yet  the  deve lopment  o f  a  f ree  t rade area  among member  count r ies
onlv mater ia l isecl  some 25 years af ter  ASEAN rt 'as f i rst  fotrndecl  .  In 7992,
member countr ies s igned an agreemerrt  on the reduct ion of  tar i f fs and non-
tar i f f  barr ier  arrd the creat ion of  a f ree t rade area, cal led AFTA (or the ASEAN
Free Trade Area).  AFTA is expected to be completed by the year 2008. The
object ive of  AFTA is thc establ ishment of  f ree t rade between i ts membe'rs,
wi th tar i f fs redtrced to 0-5 percent.

\n  7996,  the  ic lea  o f  shared prosper i ty  was  f t r r ther  enhar tce 'd  r t 'hen
m e m b e ' r  c o r l n t r i e s  a d o p t e d  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  E l e v a t i n g  F u n c t i o n a l
C o o p e r a t i o n  r , r r i t h  t h e  t h e r n e  o f  "  S h a r e d  p r o s p e r i t y  t h r o t r g h  h t r m a n
developrnent,  tcci-rnological  compet i t i r reness, and social  cohesivc 'ness."  The
fol lorv ing plans \ ,verc ic ler-r t i f ied under th is f ramework.

80



Mnln - Cltnl lcttcas nrtd Prosptt 'cts TottrnrLls Ast 'ntt  K-Socictr l

ASEAN P lan  o f  Ac t ion
ASEAN P lan  o f  Ac t ion
ASEAN P lan  o f  Ac t ion
ASEAN Strateeic Plan
ASEAN Plar-r  of  Act ion
ASEAN P lan  o f  Ac t ion

orr  Social  Development
on Cr.rlttrre ancl Information;
orr Science arrd Technology;

of  Act ion on the Envirorrrnent;
on Drtrg Abtrse Control; ancl
in Cornbat ing Transnat ional  Cr i rne

Meanwhi le, 'ut , i th the dernancl  for  greater economic openness and part ly
as a lesson learnecl from the 1997 fir-rancial crisis, ASEAN decided to rnove
from AFTA to an ASEAN Economic Community (AEC).  The AEC n, i l l  be
charac ter izec l  by  n  s ing le  marke t  a r - rd  p roc luc t ion  base,  w i th  f ree  f low o f
goocls,  services,  iu 'u 'estrnent and ski l led labour,  and freer f lor , r '  of  capi ta l  by
2020,.

External ly,  ASEAN has f t r r ther expandecl  r , r ' i th thc ASEAN Pltrs 3
grotrping, which includes ASEAN plus Japar-r ,  Cl-r i r - ra and South Korea. This
macro-regional  ent i ty inrrolv ing rrat ions beyond the Sotr theast Asian botrndary
is ar clttantum leap from thc trstral strb-regional cooperertion referrecl r 'ariotrsly
i ts nat ional  ecouomic terr i tor ies (or NETs) or gron' th t r iangles strch as the
IMT-CT ( lndonesia-Malaysia-Thai larrd Gro." t ' th Tr iansle),  SIJORI (Singapore.-

Johor- l l iatr)  t r iangle and BIMP-EAGA (Brturei- lndonesia-Mal; iysia-Phi l ippines
East ASEAN Grorvth Tr iangle).  Conrpared to these NETs, ASEAN Pltrs 3 is
a greater ancl  formidable t rar- l ing block and a worthy cornpet i tor  to US and
i ts bi lateral  t racl inr  partners.

There are many internal  ancl  external  dynamics that r , r ' i l l  c letennine the
extent to r , r 'h ich economic integrat ion 'uvi l l  s t rcceed in the ASEAN region.
One, that  is  the foctrs of  th is paper,  is  kno'ut ' lecige shar ing.  There has becn
i n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n t i o r r  f r o r n  A S E A N  i n  t h e  s h a r i n g  a n d  c l i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f
kuon, leclse among rnernber states wi th the t rnderstandirrg that  i t  is  one of
the main internal  c lynarnics that  r , r ' i l l  Lr t rsh for  greater ecor- lomic integrat ion.

I (NOWLEDGE SHARING

The aspect of  "btr i ld ing knor,r ' ledge societ ies" has become high pr ior i ty for
ASEAN in the last  fer , r ,  years.  In er keyrrote address at  the ASEAN Regional
Workshop in 2000, the then Secrete-rry Gerreral  of  ASEAN, Mr Roclol fo C.
Sever ino stressecl  " t l tere are fen,  th ings at  t l - r is  t ime more trrgent or more
important for  ASEAN than btr i ld ing knowleclge societ ies". '

The foctrs on shar ing know,lec- lge i .e.  bui ld ing knowledge societ ies,  a lbei t
a l i t t le delayed, is crucial  for  the strstainabi l i ty  of  an ASEAN colnmul l i ty .  I t
i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  g r o r v i n 5 ;  i * p o r t a n c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
c o m m t l r r i c a t i o n s  t e c h n o l o g y  ( l C T )  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  r l e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e
real isat ion of  k-society.  Thlrs,  cf for ts to bui lc l  knowledge societ ies in ASEAN
were inextr icably l inked to a s imtr l tarreous ef for t  at  developr ing ancl  shar ing
infonnat ion aud technology. Nonetheless,  Mr.  Sever ino . , r 'as qtr ick to poirr t
o l l t ,  "kr lowrledge societ ies or " leArning societ ies" are not merely knowledge
atrc l  learrr ing inc- l t rstr ies or knowleclge and learning economies. Rtr ther,  the
idca of  a kuon, lec- lge society goes beyond technology anc- l  i ts  appl icat ions,
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sLrggest ins a more inteqratcd or hol ist ic approach r ,vherein t l - re impact of  the
informat ion t rse is "not j t rst  on indr,rstr l ,  and the cconotny btr t  on society as r-r
whole aucl  otr  preople 's ver\ /  l ives" r0 In other r t 'orc- ls,  inforrnat ion techrrology
is a tool  r - rot  only to create k- indtrstr ies ancl  k-ecorrornies but more i rnprortant ly
i t  is  a v i t i ' r l  tool  for  the creat ior-r  and sustenance of  a k-socictv.

A pcrt i r - rent  qtrest ion to ask is horv aggressive is ASEAN in promot ing
the shar ins of  know' ledge ancl  research among ancl  n ' i th i r - r  ASEAN cotrntr ies.

(1) Is Art  ASEAI/  IQrozule dge-Society Possible?
Therc have been signi f icant developrnents in ASEAN indicat ing the posi t ive
prospects of  r :eal is ing r-rrr  ASEAN k-society.  The establ ishment of  an ASEAN
Infonnat ion Infrastr t rcture that  n 'as adopted throtrgh the Hanoi Accord (1998)
is  a  carse  in  po in t .

ASEAN INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE (AI I )  AND E-
ASEAN
The i - r i rn of  btr i lc l i r - lg a know,leclge societ l  n, i th in the ASEAN comrntrni iy is
er, ' ident throtrgh the pl . rn of  act iorr  i ' rc loprtecl  in Hanoi  in Dc'ccmber 1998, r , t ,h ich
ca l led  fo r  the  es tab l i shr -ner r t  o f  an  ASEAN In fo rmat ion  In f ras t ruc tu rc '  (A I I ) .

The ASEAN mernbers  co l lec t i ve ly  reso lver l  to  c leve lopr  the  in fo rmat io r - t
conterr t  of  the AIf  by 200.1 throtrgh agreements on the clesign, stanc- larc- l izat ion,
inter-corrnect ion and inter-opera-rbi l i ty  of  Informat ion Technology Systerns
(bv 2001).  This 'uvas the in i t ia l  ; rsreelnent that  eventual ly lecl  to the proposal
for  establ ishing an "e-ASEAN".

The concept of  e-ASEAN ainrs to ptr l l  together ancl  integrate ASEAN
rnembers '  e f fo r ts  in  in fo r r r ra t io r r  and commtrn ica t ions  techno logy  wh i le
maintaining l inks rv i th thc Clobal  Informat ion Infrastruct t r re.  Through inter-
connect iv i t y ,  e -ASEAN r , t ,o t r l c l  a t tempt  to  harmon ize  po l i c ies ,  rec t r la t ions
anc-l standarcls in infonnation arrcl comrntrnications technologv rvithin ASEAN.
I t  rvo t r l c - l  p lace  pr io r i t y  o r - r  thc .  t rse  o f  tha t  techno logy  fo r  tour ism,  t rade,
cdtrcat ion and employment.  I t  n,ould pav prart ictdar at tent ion to cooperat ion
in the develol-rment of  human resources for inforrnat ion and con- l rn l l l l icat ions
tcchrrology. I t  r , r 'otr ld be sovcrrrment led but pr i r rate-sector dr iven. r l

Hclwerrer,  whi le the idea of  a col lect i r , 'e informat ion infrastruct t r re '  is

essent ia l  as a meirns of  know,leclge and informat ion netu,orking ancl  shar ing,
there are gl i , r r ing obstacles tow,ards real is ing e-ASEAN. Thesc obstacles rzary
accorcl ing to the tyfr"  of  netr t ,ork ing and sl-rar ing in ASEAN. These can bc
div ic- led i i r to government to government shar ing,  pr ivate scctor to pr i 'u 'ate
s e c t o r  s h a r i n g  a n c l  p e o p l e  t o  p e o p l e  s h a r i n g .  I { e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s  a n d

trniversi t ies fa l l  t rnder both go\/ernment to government and pr ivate sector
to pr ivate sector shar ing.

The digi ta l  d iv ide ancl  the c l ispar i t ies in income distr ibut ion,  edtrcat ion
and l i teracy levels among member countr ies is a rnajor obstacle for  the lack
of shar ing and networkins betr t ,een people to people .
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THE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX AND ASEAN
ASEAN countr ies today are st i l l  considered a part  of  the th i rd \^/or ld al thotrgh
there is obviotrs c l ispar i ty amorrg t i re countr ies i r r  terms of  infrastnrct t r ra i
development as wel l  as GDP gror,rr th rates,  some of the ASEAN countr ies
have performecl  more impressivel) ,  thtrn mal ly of  the Er.rropearr  societ ies.
Btt t  rnost  of  Southeast Asia 's approximately 503 mi l l ion people are poor and
are not wel l  eclr-rcated.

The Htrman Development I r rdex (or HDI) shows sorne of  the dispar i t ies
ref lect ing a resion cl iv idecl  in marry aspects.  Table 1 shor,r 's  that  the gap in
the HDI val t re of  ASEAN cotrrr t r ies is big rv i th Singapore reaching 0.9 r ,v l"r i le
Lao PDI{ managing 0.5a. Even arnong the CLMV nat ior-rs (Carnbodia,  Laos,
Myanmar and Vietnam), u 'h ich orr ly recent l l ,  became. ASEAN nrembers,  the
gap is evident,  wi th Laos recorcl ine the lor . t ,est  HDI ranking.

Table 1:  HDI (Rank and Value) r-rnd Incorne (GDP and Distr ibut ion) of  ASEAN
Count r ies

Sotrrce:  UNDP, Htt t r rnt t  Dalaloprtrat t t  Raport  2005 (al l  f igures are for  2003)

In  the  f ie ld  o f  educat ion ,  d ispar i t ies  in  ac lu l t  l i te racy  ra te ,  enro lment
rat io in schools and publ ic expendi t r l re ol- l  ecl t rcat ion f t r r ther accenttrate the
gafr  among mernlrer countr ies ancl  posc.  a htrge problem for t l ie v iabi l i ty  of
knowledge sirar ing ermol lc these countr ies.  Brtrnei ,  Thai larrd,  Phi l ippines ancl
Singapore have a high aclul t  l i teracy rate rarrgine betn,een 92.7 to 92.5 "1, ,
wlr i le Lao PDR and Cambocl ia have a relat ively lower percentage of  68 to 73

%.  (See tab le  2 ) .
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Country HDI rank
(posi t ion)

HDI  va lue CDP per  cap i ta
(USD)

CINI  Index

Singapore 2 5 0 .9 21,487

Brunei
.'l a
J J 0.B(r(r 19,210 Ntr

Malays ia / 1
D 1 0.796 c )  q l ? 19.2

Thai land 73 0.778 7  ^ q ^ 13.2

Phi l ippines 8,1 0 .758 4,327 4 6 . 1

Vielnar-rr 1 0 8 0 .701 2,490 3 7

Indonesia 1 1 0 0 .697 a  a a l
J / - t o  I J 4 . J

Myanrnar r29 0.578 Na 40.1

Carnboclia 1 3 0 0.571 2,078 N a

Lao PDR l  a a
I . J J 0.545 1 7qc) 3 7



Country Adult
l i teracy
rate ('2,)

Combined gross
enrolment rat io for
pr imary,  secondary and
tertiary schools ("/o)

Publ ic expendi ture
on educat ion (" /u of
total  government
expendi ture)

Singapore 92.5 8 7 N a

Brtrnei 92.7 71 9 . 1

Malavsia 8 8 . 7 7 1 20.3
' fhai land

92.6 r-7 a
L d . . ' 5

Phi l ippines 9 2 . 6 8 2 17.8

Vielnam 90 .3 6 1 N a

h-rclorresia 87.9 6(, 9 . 0

Myanrnar 89.7 4 8 Na

Cambodia 73.6 59 1 5 . 3

Liio PDR 68.7 6 7 t  1 . 0

I t t t i ,  Bi lnt tgnt t  10,  Disut tLtar 2005

Table 2: Edtrc;-rt ion: Literac\', Enrohnent and
corll l t l ies

Expenditrlre arnong ASEAN

Sorrrce:  UNDP, Hrtntnt t  Dtualoprt tct l t  R( 'port  2005 (al l  f igures are for  2003)

Povertv and ec- l t rcat ion are inextr icably '  l inkecl .  I t  is  impossible for  poor
cotrntr ies to i r rvest  heavi lV in eclucat iorr .  But erren large ar l loc; ' r t ions alone
cannot ensr l re the qtral i t ) ,  of  edtrcat ion.  The p-rroblem with al l  Southeast Asian
cotrrr t r ies,  as wi th Asian countr ies as a whole,  is  that  whi le there is emphasis
placed on the importance of  eclucat ion and knowleclge, there is a tendency
to  p romote  ex is t ing  knon ' lec lse  ra ther  than to  encourase the  c ross ing  o f
l<nowledge troundar ies.

Southeast Asia or evel l  Asia has been content for  orrer centruies to let
the  west  invent  ideas  w l ' r i le  Sot r theas t  As ia /As ia  g lec fu l l v  absorbs  and
regurgi tates urestern invent ions.  N{oreover,  Southeast Asia/Asia has been
lr . r l led into the bel ief  that  creat iv i tv must be expressed via t l - re disci l - r l i r re of
science. Therefore the study of science is more important than the study of
hnman af fa i rs ( i .e.  social  sciences) and even the study of  the lat ter  must be
based on qlrant i tat ive-cl in ical  models of  analysis.

Bes ides ,  ever l  w ,hen empi r i ca l  da ta  i s  ava i lab le  on  Southeas t  As ian
societ ies,  there is a neecl  to incorporate the data wi th in exist ing theoret ica-
frameworks.  Wri t ings,  r , r ,h ich are atheoret ical ,  are deemed to be lacking in
" in te l lec tua l  r . t ,e igh t " .  Bu t  adopt ing  ex is t ing  theore t ica l  f ramer t 'o rks  t rnc l
applv ing empir icar l  data,  col lected and col lated from research arnor ls Sotr the;rst
Asian societ ies,  or l to these framer,r 'orks r isks the possibi l i ty  of  g lossing over
a  \ / e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t ,  v i z .  t h a t  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  n o t
homogeneous. I f  anyt i r ing they are a highly divergent -  mult i -ethnic,  mtr l t i -
religious, and very complex societies. Tl-rere is an urgent need to reconcilc' or
consider data in the l ight  of  local  prart ictr lar isrns.  Take the c;rse of  the Malays
in Sotr theast Asia:  the r l t rest ion rnav be asked, "Who are the Malays ancl
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w h a t  a r e  t h e i r  s o c i o - c l r l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ? "  D e s p i t e  s o m e  c o m l n o n
cl-raracter ist ics,  d i f ferences exist  among the Malays of  the Archipclago, for
instauce, in the practices of the Adat Liirvs and the importation of "Aralric"

valttes aucl norms ais-n-z'is indigenotrs Maiay practices in the performing arts
and r i tuals r 'vhich c lear ly var) ' f rom one Malay grol lp to arrother.12

It is widely ackr-rowledged that the moclern era is a knowledge era and
Southeast Asians/Asians are reminded too that they now l ive in a global ised
world meaning, in ef fect ,  that  l ike i t  or  not  Southeast . , \s ia/Asia is open tcr
westem and the larger global  inf l t rences.

Thotrgh in recent \ /ears,  in Sotr theast Asia,  there has been admission on
the part  of  the r t r l i r - rg el i te that  creat iv i tv is incl ispensable,  in pract ice there is
no rezr l izat ion of  i ts  t rue meaning. Tl ' rere has not been even a ser ious at tempt
by ASEAN countries to take steps to accluire, more independently r.t, i thin
the regional  context ,  knowledge of  one another 's cul ture.  Consciously or
unconsciously they tend to learn about one another from those outside the
reg ion .  In  fac t ,  the  c - l i sc ip l ine  o f  reg io r ra l  s tud ies  in  Southeas t  As ia  i .e .
Sor-r theast Asiarr  Stucl ies r . t 'as borr  outs ic le the region. Knowledge of  the
regiorr  as a rvhole toc ' r  is  most lv accl t r i red f rom books authored bv scholars
from otr ts ic- le the regic-rn.rr  This "str ik ing featurc" of  Sotr theast Asian st t rd ies/
histor iography prompted histor ian Nicholas Tar l ing to raise thc qtrest ion i f
indeed, "Southeast Asia as a region is an outsiders '  colrstruct?"rr

SOUTHEAST ASIA AREA STUDIES

Comel l  Universi ty in the Uni ted States is the pioneer inst i tut ion of  h igher
learn ing  o f fe r ing  Sot r t l ieas t  As ian  Stud ies  as  a  d isc ip l ine  o f  s tudy .  The
prosramme was introduced in 1950 assisted by f r , rncl ing f rom The Rockefel ler
F o u n c l a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e c i  b v  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C e n t r e  f o r
Sor r t l - reers t  As ian  St t rd ies  in  Hu l l  Un ivers i t ] , ,  Un i ted  K ingc lom i t r  7L)62 .  h t
Atrstral ia,  the Centre of  Southeast Asian Sttrdies \ \ ,as establ ished in Monash
University, Melbolln-re irr 1955. This rvas followed by the setting up of the
l {esearch  Schoo i  o f  Pac i f i c  and As ian  Stud ies  a f  the  Aus t ra l ian  Nat iona l
University in Canberra. In Europe, the Center for Asian Studies in Amsterdam,
t i re Norc- l ic  Inst i tute of  Asian Studies in Copenhagen, the Ecole Fratrcaise
d'Extreme Orient in Pi i r is  and the Inst i t r . r t  Asienkr.rncle i r r  Hamburg \ ,vere

e.stal-r l ished as teaching ancl  research inst i t t r t ions foctrs ing on thc '  d iscip-r l i r re
of  Asia/Sor"r theast Asian Area Stucl ies.  15

Most  o f  these un i r re rs i ' i i es  a lsc ' r  o f fe r  the  s tuc ly  o f  Southcas t  As ian
langtraees as a crucial  component of  the discipr l ine of  Sotr theast Asian Area
Str . rd ies.  Whi le fe l low Southeast Asians cor-r lc l  harcl ly cornmrlnicate in the
langtrage of  their  neighbours,  American, Etrropean and Jtrpanese researchers
col l \ 'ers:rnt  in one or rnore langtraees spokerr  in the Southeast Asian region
began to embark on intensive research, most ly anthropological  in natt t re,  to
understand the region. I t  was onlv in the micl-1970s, that  Sotr theast Asian
Sttrdies began to be of ferec- l  in Sotr theast Asia.

Universi ty of  Malaya in Ktrala Lurnpur was the f i rst  to start  the program
of Southe.ast  Asian Stucl ies,  of fered at  i ts  Facul ty of  Arts and Social  Sciences.
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This rr 'as fo l lowed sui t  by other regional  universi t ies.  Today the Nat ional
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S i n g a p o r e  a n c l  T h a m m a s a t  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  B a n g k o k  o f f e r
Southeas t  As ian  Stud ies  a t  undergraduate  and pos tgraduate  leve ls .  The
increas ing  number  o f  r , rn ivers i t ies  and research  ins t i tu t ions  suc i r  as  the
Inst i tute of  Southeast Asian Stucl ies ( ISEAS) in Singapore wi th a focus on
Sor - r theas t  As ia /Reg ior ra l  a f fa i rs  encor l raged research  and d isseminated
knowledge on Southeast Asia.r6I t  a lso paved the way for the bir th of  exchange
programmes involving nlrmerous Sotrtheast Asian universit ies and research
ot r t f  i t s .

The ASEAN University Network (AUN), the Southeast Asian Studies
Regional Exchange Prosram (SEASREP)and the Asian Scholarship Foundation
( A S F )  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  c r e a t e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f
kno',t ' ledge of Southeast Asia transcending national (polit ical) boundaries.

The bir th and interest  in regional  st t rd ies,  i r r  part ictr lar  Southeast Asian
Sttrdies and ASEAN Studies,  in inst i t t r t ions of  h igher learning in ASEAN
cottntr ies is a promising start  to br idging the gap in knowledge-shar ing among
ASEAN member  co t tn t r ies .  The endeavoL l r ,  however ,  does  have some
setbacks and l imi tat ions.

(2) Linitatiorts irr Creating ur ASEAN Knozuledge Sociehl
The lack of intellectual indeperrclence is a distinct handicap in the knowledge
era as kno"r , ledge or /c as i t  is  understood today does not refer speci f ical ly to
r,trhat is krrown btrt to the capacity for the invention of icleas. And for this to
happ'rsn there must be a suspicion-free flow and exchange of information (of
cotlrse this exch-rdes classifiecl or confidential inatters). Bureancratic practices
in getting access to information, research materials such as archival documents
and goverument gazettes infringe Lrpon academic independence. In fact it
is easier to access records on colonial Malaya in Britain or on Indonesia in
Netherlands tiran it is in the respective Southeast Asian countries. A Malaysian
working on Thai land gets to look at  Colonial  and Foreign Off ice records as
wel l  as t racle reports and old newspaper c l ippings on the country of  research
almost immediatelv af ter  arr i r r inp;  ancl  register ing him/hersel f  as a t rser at
the Publ ic Records Off ice in Kew, London. The r t ,hole process of  register ing
ancl  being issued a reader card is done in less than an hotrr  and classi f icat ions
of nat ional i ty and et i rn ic i ty are not an issue or prereqr-r is i te to be issued
reader-cards.  In some Southeast Asian cotrntr ies,  a prospect ive researcher
r,r ' i l l  have to send in a written application along with a proposal of the research
project  at  least  three months pr ior  to the date of  start ing research. Approval
or permission to trse archives and resolrrce centres can take anytime between
3 to 6 months and before a reader-card is issued a certain sum of money
must be placed as non-returnable deposi t !

Apart  f rom the l i rn i tat ions in condtrct ing inter-ASEAN research and
knowledge sharing, there are other sr-rbstantial l imitations to the creation of
an ASEAN knowledge society.

F i r s t l y ,  A S E A N  i s  c o r n p r i s e d  o f  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  a r e  d i v e r g e n t  i n
g e o l p a p h v ,  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e  a n d  p o l i t i c s  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e
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commonal i t ies as wel l .  Di f ferent histor ical  exper iences, pol i t ical  devclopments
as  we l l  as  economic  deve lopments  in  the  pos tco lon ia l  e ra  w, idened the
div is ion fur ther.

There exists disparitrr arxong member countries in terms of internal
and pol i t ical  developments.  There are for  instance, social ist  \ /ersus capi ta l is t
blocks among member countries as well as military and religious-fundamental
reg imes,  wh ich  can make work ing  together  a  cha l lenge.  ASEAN is  a lso
economical ly div ided between the "haves" and "have-nots".  Some of the
cottntries are capable of achievirrg NIC statns while others grapple r,r, ith closed-
cloor isolationist policies or have only recently engagecl in market -oriented

open economies such as Laos and Vietnam. '7
ASEAN is not ready to come to terms r,vith globalisation and the k-era

becattse it lacks common grounds or consensLrs. The aftermath of the Asian
Crisis demonstrated differences in approaches among member countries, in
fact it sent a clear image of a house divided; some cotrntries were pro-lMF
aid,  others against  arnd st i l l  others reluctant to of fer  a id to rreighbour ing
affected countr ies.  Some ASEAN countr ies are 'u 'ocal  and constant ly voice
or-rt anti-giobalisation sentiments for fear of the crippling effect on peasants
and smal l  proclucers rv i r i le others i rave adopted "global isat ion in total i ty" .
Meanwhi le,  povertv rernains a big issue with sorre of  the ASEAN countr ies;
the  economic  d ispar i ty  unc le r l ines  the  d i f fe ren t  approaches and caut ious
att i tude torvards global isat ion.  The problem is fur ther exacerbated by t l - re
digital divide between the member countries

S o m e  t n e m b e r  c o u n t r i c s  l a c k  i n t e r n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  s u c h  a s
infrastmcture for growth, and other weaknesses snch as polit ical instabil ity,
terror ist- threat as wel l  as mtr t t ra l  suspic ion.  AFTA i tsel f  is  "plagued by fears
alnong member cot tntr ies cLlncernir-rg the uneqtral  c l is t r ibut ion of  gains".r8 In
adr l i t ion,  the thrcat posed bv tcrr i tor ia l  d isputes amons member cotrntr ies
serves to div ide more than uni te.r 'ASEAN nat ions act  and react as indiv idual
nat ions rather than a col lect ive grouping in set t l ing disptr tes.  Strch act ions
tend to support the contention that "nationalism, and not regionalism, is the
mot ivat ing force in the governance of  the organisat ion IASEANf". t '

Last ly,  there is l i t t le diaiogue among and with the people of  ASEAN.
Meetings are trstrally held at state or official (elite) level, the people (masses)
lack an ASEAN spir i t  or  a strong sense of  a "community",  arrd in fact  to
some the associat ion is meaningless.

(3) ASEAI/ ais-i-ais ELI irr lorczuledgelinforntatiott sltnring

The shar ing of  informat ion in general  betw,een ASEAN should be enhanced
in view of the recent economic regional grouping of manv cotrntries such as
the European Union (EU), NAFT.A and the mcre recent grouping between
the South Asian cotrntr ies i .e.  SAAAC. Of these, the EU has made a s igni f icant
impact as a regional  grouping.

In  June 2002,  European Heads o f  S ta te  endorsed the  cEurope 2005
Act ion Plan, which sets up a ntrmber of  targets to be achieved by the end of
2005, w,ithin the overall objective of the Lisbon Council for 2070 of "making
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Etrrope within ten years the most competit ive and dynamic knowleclge-based
economy in the wor ld".2r Consequent ly,  the EU is in the process of  adopt ing
a ne\ / European law that wil l allor,r ' EU members to share a lot of information
freely amongst them but at the same time prohibit members from sharir-rg
informat ion r ,v i th non-members for  speci f ic  c i rcumstances (Regulat ion of  the
Europearr  Par l iament anr l  the Cotrnci iconcerrr ins stat ist ics on the. I r r format ion
Soc ie tv  ICOM (2003)  509] ) .

Al though this excl t rs ion is strpposed to avoic l  cotrntr ies wi th l inks to
terror ism from obtaining informat ion,  many academics are concerned that
the exclttsion wil l also discriminate developing cotrntries in general. The EU
ia-,rr-in-progress may sotrnd l ike an extrerne example or a premattrre rvaming
to ASEAN rnernber countr ies of  the strengths and f laws in informat ion
sharing; br-rt ASEAN as a regionai grotrping with a collective bargaining power
stands a better chance of  rec- l t rc ing the r isk of  being excluded by the EU as
compared to the chances of  indiv idual  nat ions hoping to be included in the
infornrat ion-shar ing netr t 'ork.  Furtherrnore,  as more regional  grotrpines are
f o r m e d ,  A S E A N  c a n  c o m p e t e  b e t t e r  w i t h  t h e s e  o t h c ' r  g r o t r p i n t s
internat ional ly as a strong col lect ive voice for  more FDI,  R&D infrastr t tct t t res,
and export  market.

CONCLUSION
I t  is  not  the i r - r tent ion here to provide strch a gloomy picture '  of  the f t r ture for

an ASEAN knowledge society,  but  the symptoms of  the current predicaments
must be stated expl ic i t ly  before a remedial  cure can be prescr ibed.

Regional  inst i tnt ions v, , 'ork ing w, i th in the pararneters of  MOUs and
bi lateral  or  mult i lateral  exchange programs such as the SEASREP (basecl  in

the Phi l ippines) ancl  AUN (based i r r  Thai land) of fer  a gl immer of  hope for

the possibi l i ty  of  greater networking among ASEAN countr ies to encolrrage
the exchange of irrformation. But these micro-level sharing must transcend
N4OU universit ies and institr-rt ions to embrace all of Sotrtheast Asia.

T h e  A S E A N  W o y  r v h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a t c h  p h r a s e  o f  A S E A N

ttovernrr,.ents and the ASEAN-ness promoted by ASEAN governments r,vil l

remain el i t is t  and state cerr t r ic  for  as long as the people of  ASEAN do not

feel that thev are a part of an ASEAN brotherhoocl or commttnit\ '  ( imagined

o r  o t h e r w i s e ) .  I t  i s  i r n p o r t a n t  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  j u n c t t r r e ,  m o r e  o f  A S E A N ' s

edtrcated communit l '  should together endeavotrr  to share,  create aud
ideate towarcls the re;r l isat ion of  a k-society.

Thc  ac t ive  par t i c ipa t ion  a t  the  government - to -government  leve l  in

knowleclge shar ing in ASEAN is evident f rom var iotrs government in i t iat ives

i n  s e c u r i t v ,  t r a d e  a n d  t r a n s - b o t r r r d a r y  r e l a t e c l  e r r v i r o n m e r r t a l  i s s u e s .

Hower.er,  th is does not t r ick le dor,r ' r r  to knowledge shar ing between people

to  peop le .  Pr i rza te  sec tor  shar ing  is  l im i tec l  to  b t rs iness  ac t iv i t y .  Thus ,

trniversi t ies should play the strategic role in br ic lg ing the gap in at ta in ing an

ASEAN knowledge society.  And as strch,  in i t iat ives sr- tch as the SEASREP
T r a v e l l i r r g  C l a s s r o o m  a n d  t h e  A U N  Y o t r t h  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m s  r l r e  a l l
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comlnel ldable ancl  every ef for t  mlrst  be mac- le to errsure the sLrccess and
sl tstenatrce of  strch ef for ts.
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