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Notes on Contributors 

 

Abhisek Ghosal holds an M.A. in English from the University of Burdwan, Calcutta, India, where he is 

currently pursuing an M.Phil in English.  He has published several articles in international peer-reviewed 

journals. His areas of research interest include South Asian diaspora studies, criminology, globalization 

studies, transnational justice studies, and Indian literature in English.   

E-mail address: abhisekghosal419@gmail.com 

 

Alicia Alves is a doctoral candidate at Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada. She received her 

Master’s degree from Lakehead University, Canada. Her Ph.D dissertation examines the intersections between 

childhood studies, animal studies, and queer theory in late-Victorian and Edwardian children’s literature. Her 

research interests include gender and sexuality, childhood studies, animal studies, and Victorian literature. 

E-mail address:16apa@queensu.ca 

 

Amin Amirdabbaghian is a children’s book writer and translator. He works on translations of folktales 

(from Azerbaijani/Persian into English) as well as on language education (the teaching of English). He is 

currently a doctoral candidate in Translation Studies at the Faculty of Languages and Linguistics, Universiti 

Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

E-mail address: amirdabbaghian@siswa.um.edu.my 

 

Anthony Cummins came to Malaysia from Ireland in 2014 on a 3-year contract as Foundation Professor of 

Family Medicine at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland’s new medical school at Perdana University, 

Serdang. As well as teaching Family Medicine to fourth-year undergraduate medical students, he also teaches 

medical and health topics to first-year students via the arts and Creative Writing. Outside of work he is a 

musician, playing Irish and Malaysian folk music, and also the presenter of an award-winning weekly World 

Music radio show on Dublin’s Raidió na Life. He started writing short fiction aged 62. This is his second 

published short story.   

E-mail address: anthonycummins@perdanauniversity.edu.my 
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Anurima Chanda is currently a Senior Writing Tutor at the Centre for Writing and Communication, Ashoka 

University, India. She completed her Ph.D in Indian English Children’s Literature at the Centre for English 

Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi, India in 2017. She was a pre-doctoral fellow at the 

University of Würzburg, Germany (from July-October 2016) under the DAAD Programme, “A New Passage 

to India.” She served as a SAP fellow under the UGC-DRS-Phase II (June 2011-June 2012) and as part of the 

JNU Team under the UKIERI Tri-national Research Partnership Project between JNU, Bangor University, 

and West Virginia University (2013-2014). She has several publications in her field and has also presented 

papers at various national and international conferences. 

E-mail address: anurimahere@gmail.com 

 

 

Bernard Wilson teaches at the University of the Sacred Heart, Rikkyo University, and Gakushuin University, 

Japan. He has spent the past two decades teaching at universities in Australia, Singapore, Hong Kong, and 

Japan, and specializes in postcolonial literature, children’s literature, media, and cinema. He holds a PhD from 

the Flinders University of South Australia and postgraduate qualifications in teaching from Oxford University, 

UK. He is widely published in Southeast Asian literature in English, Indian and Chinese diaspora literatures, 

and East/West theory, and his work has appeared in leading international journals and books in the United 

States, Asia, Australia, and the UK, including Textual Practice, Kunapipi, Jouvert, Asiatic, and Kajian 

Malaysia. He co-edited Lee Kok Liang’s London Does Not Belong To Me (2003) and co-authored Cultural 

Connection: The English Language in Literature and Translation (2011). Selected article and chapter 

publications include: “Memory, Myth, Exile: The Desire for Malaysian Belonging in K.S. Maniam’s The 

Return, ‘Haunting the Tiger’ and In A Far Country” (Textual Practice, 2003); “Meta-Mobilis: The Case for 

Polymorphous Existence in K.S. Maniam’s Between Lives” in Tracing an Indian Diaspora: Contexts, 

Memories, Representations (Sage 2008); “Point, Counterpoint: Lee Kok Liang’s Malaysian Fiction” in 

Writing Asia: The Literatures in Englishes Volume 2 (2009); and “Artists in the Floating World: The Prose 

Fiction of Lee Kok Liang, Lloyd Fernando, K.S. Maniam and Shirley Geok-lin Lim” in Kajian Malaysia: 

Journal of Malaysian Studies (2012). He is currently writing a monograph on Western cinematic 

interpretations of Asia.   

E-mail address: bfwilsonku@gmail.com 
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Gabrielle Atwood Halko teaches children’s and young adult literature at West Chester University, 

Pennsylvania, USA. She is co-founder and co-editor of the new peer-reviewed, open access journal, Research 

on Diversity in Youth Literature (https://sophia.stkate.edu/rdyl/) and is the creator of the website War Stories, 

which focuses on children’s experiences of internment and incarceration in World War II 

(www.kidsandwar.com). 

E-mail address: ghalko@wcupa.edu 

 

Hans V. Wolf has served as Senior Lecturer in Foreign Languages and Linguistics at Universiti Malaya 

(2013-2017) and Director of the Goethe-Institut Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur (2002-2012). He holds an M.A. 

in Library Science from the University of Cologne, Germany, an M.A. in Classical Philology from Heidelberg 

University, Germany, and an MLitt in Australian Literature from CQUniversity, Townsville, Australia. He 

obtained his Ph.D from the University of Wuppertal, Germany. 

E-mail address:volker@um.edu.my  

 

Indrani Karmakar is currently a postdoctoral tutor and research associate at the Department of English and 

Related Literature at the University of York, UK, where she recently completed her Ph.D. Her research 

interests include South Asian writing, postcolonial literature, gender and sexuality, motherhood, and women’s 

writings. 

E-mail address: ik543@york.ac.uk 

 

Jabeen Fatima is an independent scholar of English literature based in India. Her research interests include 

intertexts in the postcolonial cultural milieu and the activist potential and potency of parable to effect social 

transformation. She received her doctorate from the Department of English and Modern European Languages, 

University of Lucknow, India. 

E-mail address: fatimajabeen9@gmail.com 
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John Thieme is Senior Fellow at the University of East Anglia, UK. He previously held various appointments 

at UEA and Chairs at the University of Hull and London South Bank University and has also taught at the 

Universities of Guyana and North London and, as an annual Visiting Professor, at the University of Turin. He  

has held honorary positions at the University of Hong Kong, the Open University (UK), and the University of 

Warwick. He has been contributing to debates on postcolonial writing since the 1980s and has particular 

interests in Anglophone Caribbean literature and Indian writing in English. He has also published widely on 

Canadian fiction. His books include The Web of Tradition: Uses of Allusion in V.S. Naipaul’s Fiction (1987), 

The Arnold Anthology of Post-Colonial Literatures in English (1996), Derek Walcott (1999), Post-Colonial 

Con-Texts: Writing Back to the Canon (2001), Post-Colonial Studies: The Essential Glossary (2003), R.K. 

Narayan (2007), and Postcolonial Literary Geographies: Out of Place (2016).  He was Editor of The Journal 

of Commonwealth Literature from 1992 to 2011 and is General Editor of the Manchester University Press 

Contemporary World Writers Series. His first collection of poems, Paco’s Atlas, was published in 2018.   

E-mail address: j.thieme@uea.ac.uk 

 

Joseph V. Giunta hails from Queens, New York, USA and recently earned his M.A. from the Cinema Studies 

programme at the New York University Graduate School of Arts and Science. Chiefly focusing on the 

children’s film genre, his research interests are in exploring a variety of filmic modes (animation, science 

fiction, musical) and cinematic minds (Quentin Tarantino, Spike Lee, Hayao Miyazaki). He plans on 

continuing his career in academia and ultimately teaching cinema and media studies at university level. 

E-mail address: jvg263@nyu.edu 

  

Kok Su Mei is Senior Lecturer at the Department of English, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Universiti 

Malaya. Her research focuses on English Renaissance drama, with particular emphasis on the ways local 

contexts have shaped their production and reception, both in early modern England and contemporary 

Malaysia. The necessity of reading bedtime stories to two under-fives brings home to her daily the importance 

of good children’s literature. 

E-mail address:smkok@um.edu.my 
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K.S. Maniam is the author of the novels The Return (1981), In a Far Country (1993), and Between Lives 

(2003), several short-story collections, including prize-winning short fiction, and two plays, The Cord (1983) 

and The Sandpit: Womensis (1990). His work is characterised by terse, often cryptic, dialogue, and an economy 

of style that belies the struggles of his characters as they negotiate ancestral memory and the reinvention of 

their identities.  He is the inaugural recipient of the Raja Rao Award (New Delhi, 2000), for his outstanding 

contribution to the literature of the South Asian diaspora. He was Lecturer (1980–1985) and Associate 

Professor (1986–1997) at the Department of English, Universiti Malaya until his retirement. His latest work 

is the collection of short stories, A Stranger to Love (Maya Press, 2017). 

E-mail address: ksmaniam1942@gmail.com 

 

Leonard Jeyam is Senior Lecturer at the Department of English, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 

Universiti Malaya, Malaysia. He teaches literature and creative writing and is currently researching notions of 

ownership and authenticity in the food histories of the Southeast Asian region. He holds a Ph.D  in  English  

from  the University of Kent, UK. 

E-mail address: leonardr@um.edu.my 

 

Lijun Bi lectures at the School of Languages, Literatures, Cultures and Linguistics of Monash University, 

Australia. She received her Ph.D from the University of Melbourne, Australia.  Her research publications are 

mainly on Chinese children’s literature. 

E-mail address: Lijun.Bi@monash.edu 

 

Li Lifang is Professor and Dean of the School of Chinese Language and Literature at Lanzhou University, 

China. She is a member of the Committee on Children’s Literature of the China Writers Association (CWA), 

the Education Steering Committee of the Master in Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages 

(MTCSOL) programme, and the International Research Society for Children’s Literature (IRSCL). She has 

researched children’s literature for over two decades and has published over fifty academic papers. She is 

recognized as an important emerging voice in the field of theory and criticism for children’s literature in China. 

E-mail address: lilf2004@126.com 
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Li Lu is Lecturer at the English Department of Foshan University, China and is currently a Visiting Scholar 

at Illinois State University, USA. Her research areas include children’s literature. She has translated a number 

of children’s books, including The Jungle Book, The Second Jungle Book, Black Beauty, The Wishes, The 

Thing about Georgie and has also translated theoretical books on children’s literature, including Feeling Like 

A Kid: Childhood and Children’s Literature. 

E-mail address: redshawl@qq.com 

 

Lu Li-Ru is Professor of English at National Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan. She is the author of 

Uncovering New Ground for American Nature Writing (Common Ground Publishing, 2014). She has 

published numerous papers in academic journals in Taiwan and the US. She has also contributed book chapters 

for Writing the Environment in Nineteenth-Century American Literature (Lexington Books, 2015) and 

Southeast Asian Ecocriticism: Theories, Practices, Prospects (Lexington Books, 2017). 

E-mail address: liru5701@gmail.com 

 

Raj Gaurav Verma is Assistant Professor at the Department of English and Modern European Languages, 

University of Lucknow, India. He previously taught at the Central University of Jammu, India. His Ph.D was 

in the area of  Indian children’s fiction in English. His areas of specialization include Diasporic Literature, 

Indian Writing in English, and Literary Criticism and Theory. 

E-mail address: rajgauravias@gmail.com 

 

Saba Mahmood Bashir is a poet, author, and translator. Her first book was a collection of poems, Memory 

Past (2006), published by the Writers Workshop. Her Ph.D (from the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi) 

was brought out by HarperCollins as I Swallowed the Moon: The Poetry of Gulzar (2013), where she reads 

Gulzar, the poet and lyricist, as a progressive poet of Indian popular culture. She has also translated Gulzar’s 

screenplays of Premchand’s Godaan and Nirmala and Other Stories for Roli Books (2016) along with other 

pieces of fiction by Premchand and Saadat Hasan Manto. Her forthcoming books include a translation into 

English of selected short stories by Manto and an analysis of the 1975 film, Aandhi, for HarperCollins. Saba 

teaches translation studies, creative writing, and film studies at Jamia Millia Islamia University in New Delhi, 

India. 

E-mail address: sababashir@rediffmail.com 
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Sharifah Aishah Osman is Senior Lecturer at the Department of English, Faculty of Arts and Social 

Sciences, Universiti Malaya. She holds a PhD in English Literature from Boston University, USA. Her 

research interests are Nineteenth-century British Literature and Children’s Literature. She has published on 

Lord Byron, Mary Shelley, Felicia Hemans, and Isabella Bird, and is currently involved in two research 

projects, on the Malaysian folktale as literary and cultural heritage, and on the role of the betel nut and betel 

quid in Malay society. Her most recent publication is a book chapter on “Recent trends and themes in 

Malaysian children’s fiction” in The Routledge Companion to International Children's Literature (2018). She 

is also the editor of The Principal Girl: Feminist Tales from Asia (with Tutu Dutta, forthcoming).   

E-mail address: saosman@um.edu.my 

 

 

Shirley Geok-lin Lim is Research Professor at the University of California-Santa Barbara, USA. Her 

collection of poems, Crossing the Peninsula, won the 1980 Commonwealth Poetry Prize, the first for a woman 

and Asian. She is the author to date of ten poetry and three short story collections, three novels (Joss and Gold, 

Sister Swing, and Princess Shawl), and a memoir, Among the White Moon Faces, which was the 1997 

American Book Award winner. She has also published numerous critical studies and anthologies, and has 

edited special issues of journals. She is co-founding editor of JTAS (Journal of Transnational American 

Studies). Her research interests include Asian American and post-colonial cultural productions and ethnic and 

feminist writing. She is the recipient of various awards, including the MELUS Lifetime Achievement Award 

and UCSB Faculty Research Lecture Award, the Fulbright Distinguished Lectureship, Ngee Ann Kongsi 

Inaugural Distinguished Professorship Award (NUS), ISEAS Fellowships, MIT Visiting Scholar Award, the 

Hedgebook and Newcastle Lock-up writer residency awards. She has served as Women’s Studies Chair 

(University of California, Santa Barbara) and Chair Professor of English (University of Hong Kong), has 

taught at MIT, National University of Singapore, Nanyang Technological University, City University of Hong 

Kong, National Sun-Yat Sen University, and other international institutions. 

E-mail address: slim@english.ucsb.edu 

 

Susan Philip is Associate Professor at the Department of English, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 

Universiti Malaya, Malaysia.  She has published on Malaysian and Singaporean theatres in English, and is  

currently researching issues related to online media and crime fiction. 

E-mail address: marys@um.edu.my 
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Tan Fengxia is Professor of Literature at the School of Chinese Language and Literature, Nanjing Normal 

University, China. Her research areas include modern Chinese literature, children’s literature and film, and 

comparative literature. She has published the monographs Marginal Poetic Pursuit: Writing on Childhood in 

Chinese Modern Literature, Coordinate and Value: Chinese and Western Children’s literature, and numerous 

papers on children’s literature.  She has also published novels and collections of essays, and has translated 

several children’s books from English into Chinese. 

E-mail address: njtanfengxia@sina.com 

 

Xiangshu Fang is Senior Lecturer at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Deakin University, 

Australia. He received his Ph.D from the University of Melbourne, Australia.  His research interests cover 

political and moral indoctrination in China, Confucianism, and Chinese intellectual history. 

E-mail address: xiangshu.fang@deakin.edu.au 

 

Venkatesh Puttaiah teaches English at Maharaja College, University of Mysore, India. He was a Shastri 

Doctoral Research Fellow at the University of Saskatchewan, Canada, from 1999-2000. He specializes in 

twentieth-century and contemporary literatures in English and has published research papers in these areas. 

He is editor of Cosmopolitanism in Contemporary Fiction (Mysore, 2010). 

E-mail address: vputtaiah@gmail.com 
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