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An Analysis of The Nature And Significance of
Shu Guozhi's “Beat Generation”-Style Road Wanderings

LEE Ming Ren
Fudan University & New Era University College

Abstract

Shu Guozhi embarked on a solo road trip across the American continent, a journey
of perpetual wandering deeply inspired by the spirit of the 1960s Beat Generation. Unlike
the boundless indulgence and wild abandon often associated with that movement, Shu’s
journey embraced a gentler, more liberating exploration of life. Carrying a sense of
bewilderment and frustration, he roamed endlessly across America’s vast landscapes,
seeking to confront and understand his own uncertainties. Shu’s journey was marked by
his personal rhythm, free from the constraints of fame and success. Through the Beat
Generation’s iconic road-wandering ethos, he pursued a broader space for life’s
possibilities. He was guided by the intrinsic mobility of “On the Road”, desiring to break
free from the rigid life patterns imposed by society and others. To Shu, this continuous
migration served as a quiet rebellion against the monotony of modern social order.
Rejecting society’s simplistic, repetitive lifestyle, he chose instead the path of constant
movement, seeking answers from the natural world. Through his journey, Shu expressed
himself, protested against societal norms, and embarked on a quest for the essence of life.

Keywords: Shu Guozhi, highway, wandering, Beat Generation, nature
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ARG RRALTG—E, F—EARETTEEBEER, HAHR:
“Hit BIRA, R TER”, HK, 5VALTT EE X HIFILEMK
W, REBETREEBTENAS T ERIZR, @5 @ F— Al b
BRA AR, BFENE, 2000, T 62)

83



SREAXZEXNET, £1+2%, F£—H, 2024 F
Journal of Chinese Literature and Culture, Vol. 12, No. 1 (2024)

TEEFIRIRY, HEABERNEENE 2, PG Th MRS, L322
B, IEAREA “LEFEL” EFEE, 2006, T136). il “ % ¥4z,
RBE A ) R B AT 3%, X EEREN; BR—%, BETEA5E Pl
AR BB E g, BRI ESIET, Mt — B EETM AL BRI,
AR LA 6922k, EER KR, BROBEELF AR —
FEIRR, HLMELERE, CRBEAFRAREL, " (FFEE, 2006, T136)
AR FRAE 2T 1 A B B T RIRE L ISR, B HAET RIS E AR LR,
IR A AT ET T N IRRAS, IR ATARIE EEA LA S, WIRAEFEL S &K
“HAF—RRIFNTER—F =+v2, X ZIe AR, EXRT ZA0%
R TIREBEE, E—REH50res L3 —r S T AT &R4E R85 37 KK
BT R, AAEITENERS K, IFEEIH 5T Tk, et k4
B E k7 (BPENR, 2006, T 41)

EFEQHQZ i, 7T AL A TN A i JC P AN A RE R, DL K Athoxo [T R R
BEX B RARE SR, thai) 7 RERIR G, RSERERED, EGEKR
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